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MINUTES 2024

The annual meeting of the Memorial and Library Association was held on Wednesday, September 18, 2024 at 
5:30 pm in the Auditorium, pursuant to written notice duly given.

Incorporators present: Greg Ahern, David Bell, Deborah Bell, Maria Bernier, Thomas Boll, David Culton, Anne 
Driscoll, Fritz Eckel, A.J. Fortier, Carol Fortier, Mojie Friel, Paul Geise, Robin Geise, Robert Gervasini, Mary Jo 
Girard, Mary Goodman, Doryanne Hamel, David Hannon, Deborah Harold, Scott Harold, Robert Holland, 
Christine Julian, Kenneth Julian, Gail Kahover, Mary Carol Kendzia, Ann Lain, Gara LaMarche, Sue Lemp, 
Torey Malatia, William Miller, Sharon Morgan, Peg Murphy-Bright, Helena Nulick, Jennifer Obrey, Pete Ogle, 
Susan Ogle, David Rathbun, Peter Robinson, Geoffrey Serra, Robin Springborn, Margaret Stamatis, Colleen 
Sullivan, Louis Toscano, Ruth Tureckova, and Becky Woodward.

Staff present: Executive Director Brigitte Hopkins, Assistant Director Bill Lancellotta, Park Superintendent 
Alan Peck, Director of Development Stacey Jackson, Head of Adult Services Caroline Badowski, Business 
Office Manager Sara Ross Clark, Data Entry Specialist Elizabeth Rannenberg, Groundskeeper Martin Neiberg, 
and Custodian Teresa Peck.

President Mary Carol Kendzia presided. She welcomed those in attendance and called the meeting to order 
at 5:32 pm, noting the presence of a quorum.

Consent Agenda Approval | September 20, 2023 Minutes & Reports

President Kendzia asked for a motion to approve the minutes and reports of the September 20, 2023 Annual 
Meeting. Maria Bernier made a motion to approve and was seconded by Jen Obrey. The motion passed 
unanimously.

Call for Suggested Amendments to the Agenda

President Kendzia inquired if there were any suggested amendments to the agenda. There were none.

Recognition

Kendzia recognized Betty-Jo Cugini in absentia who is leaving the Board after finishing her three terms, 
as well as serving as Board President for two years. She was honored at the previous evening’s Board 
of Trustees meeting where she was gifted flowers, a bookmark, and a book on Napatree Point. Kendzia 
thanked Betty-Jo for all she has done for the library and park during the past nine years.

President’s Remarks

Kendzia said it has been a great year here at Westerly Library and Wilcox Park. She highlighted the 
completion of the park cottage and the hosting of the first artist-in-residence, Susan Stevenson. She also 
mentioned the renovation of the fountain and the generosity of Lions Club in making it happen. The library 
has more programs than ever for children, teens, and adults. She thanked the incorporators for their 
interest, passion, and their investment in then library, saying it “makes the heart of Westerly Library & Wilcox 
Park keep beating and remain the jewel that it is in our community”. Kendzia then handed over the meeting 
to Deborah Bell for nominations.

Nominations

Debbie Bell presented the Incorporators with the slate of nominations for new Incorporators, Incorporator 
renewals, Board officers and Trustees.

Incorporators for Election to an Additional 4-Year Term:
H. Margaret Anderson
Kimberly Anderson

Robert Anderson
Garett Babij

Donna Celico
Meredith Eckel

MINUTES 2024
Mary Jo Girard
Charles Glew
Kathleen Glew
Ardis Holliday
Ellen Madison

Malcolm Makin
Ian Newbury
Kim Newbury
Susan Ogle
Gary Palmer

David Panciera
Fred Paretta
John S. Payne
Peter Robinson

Incorporators for Election to Initial 4-Year Term:
Greg Ahern
Alexander Fortier
Carol Fortier
Paul Geise

Robin Geise
Katie Goode
Casey Payne
Margaret Sano

Geoff Serra
Robin Springborn
John Stamatis
Rebecca Woodward

Trustee for Election to an Initial 3-Year Term:
Kenneth Julian

Trustee for Election to a Second 3-Year Term:
Maria Bernier William Miller Lou Toscano

Mary Jo Girard made a motion to accept the nominees and was seconded by Jen Obrey. The motion passed 
unanimously. Bell then presented nominations for Board of Trustees officers.

Officers:
Mary Carol Kendzia - President         Mary Jo Girard - Secretary

Sharon Morgan made a motion to accept the nominees and was seconded by Maria Bernier. The motion 
passed unanimously.

A Year in Review – Brigitte Hopkins 

President Kendzia introduced Executive Director Brigitte Hopkins. She talked about the importance of 
libraries and parks to our communities, saying “I can’t imagine Westerly Library without Wilcox Park. Or vice 
versa. We are lucky to have them together. Libraries and parks are shared spaces where people have the 
opportunity to gather, make connections, and enrich their lives. And that is what we do through indoor and 
outdoor spaces, program offerings, services, and resources”.

She discussed our core services which make up the majority of our activities, including circulation 
(checkouts of materials), program attendance, use of services and resources, patron assistance, and much 
more. We have 15,003 active library card holders; 5,705 unique borrowers with 168,838, transactions; plus 
71,441 checkouts for e-material borrowing. 

We provided 1,197 programs with a total of 36,462 attendees. Highlights included enriching storytimes with 
RI Ballet’s Nutcracker and Cinderella; author talks such as Carissa Broadbent with Lara Ehrlich in partnership 
with Bank Square Books, Deborah Goodrich Royce, Lara Ehrlich, Ann Hood, and Vanessa Lillie; Cookbook 
Club’s Cookie Swap; and Sewers in Stitches. 

Youth programs included Comic Con featuring a cosplay contest, a free Power-Up Pack from Wellbeing 
Collaborative, competitive gaming circles, table top games in Old Main Reading Room, free subs courtesy of 
Jersey Mike’s, and free popcorn courtesy of Mystic Luxury Cinema; Fiddle n’ Fun; Dumpling Day; guest reader 
Dr. McCarten from Wood River Health; Building a Story with Flowers; Denison Pequot Nature Center; Painting 
with Joy Lin for Lunar New Year; Storytime with Miss Sandy; Reptile Nook; and Eco Explorers for Tweens.
We provided programs and events for all ages including a Solar Eclipse Watch Party in April, where we 
gave away 200 pairs of solar eclipse glasses for safe viewing, and Fall Fest and Pumpkin Stroll. Community 
Connections provided a day filled with support, guidance, and connections to valuable resources from 
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financial assistance programs to housing resources and beyond.

The Association’s many services include the Youth Garden, free notary services, mobile printing, exercise 
classes such as Yoga in the Park with Lianne, and technology assistance. The Hoxie Gallery featured an 
exhibit on Banned Books. The Community Art exhibit showcased the work of Polly Seip, John Craig, Richard 
Inserra, Elizabeth Goor, Tom O’Connell, Lois Lawrence, Jillian Barber, and Guy Daigle. Other exhibits 
featured Westerly School students, and members of the New England Society of Children’s Book Writers and 
Illustrators, just to name a few.

This year saw the ribbon cutting ceremony for the Artist-In-Residence Cottage. Anyone who has not yet seen 
the renovated space should reach out to Hopkins or Stacey Jackson.

We have lots of resources including a Seed Library. The Makerspace has a laser cutter & engraver, sewing 
machines, light table, media conversion equipment, and fiber crafts. We have STEAM to Go Backpacks, a 
World Languages Collection with popular titles in languages such as Spanish and Chinese, and the Comics 
Plus Database offering 4,000 comics and manga. Our Library of Things contains many items. Some recently 
added items are a hand truck, Happy Light, laser measure, light meter, metal detector, projector, Putt Partee 
game, and a stroller.

Hopkins discussed the Strategic Plan which helps guide the Association. The plan has four goals with 
17 strategies and 95 tactics. We are about a year and a half in and have completed 17 tactics, with 39 in 
progress. 

Goal 1 is to Strengthen Financial Sustainability and Organizational Stability. Every day, we work to maintain 
and improve all organizational assets to ensure our longevity in the community. We do this through 
development and prudent fiscal management, ensuring operational stability, and expanding our outreach. 
We help fund our operating budget and additional needs in many ways from Annual Fund, to grants, 
and large private donations. We have added a phone charging station funded through a legislative grant 
sponsored by Senator Gu. Tweens Stow and Go Closet for craft materials, snacks, period products, and a 
white board the teens LOVE to decorate was funded by our generous Friends. They also funded StackMap, 
a collection mapping tool that will help you locate the book in the library once you find it in the catalog. 
We couldn’t do all of this without our staff. Proper staffing is critical to organizational stability. And we have 
the best staff! Hopkins recognized the staff members in attendance: Bill Lancellotta, Sara Clark, Caroline 
Badowski, Alan Peck, Martin Neiberg, Stacey Jackson, Elizabeth Rannenberg, and Teresa Peck. Fundraisers 
of note included the Sanderson Sisters Halloween Spooktacular, Garden Market Fair, Holiday Wreath Making, 
and Jack Spratt Talk with the proceeds funding digitization of the Westerly Sun. This year we were the 
recipient of the Black & White Ball at the Ocean House.

Goal 2 is to Be Resilient, Be Adaptable to Change. Resilience and adaptability are important for all of us in a 
time of unrelenting change at an unparalleled pace. Being agile when it comes to predicting, withstanding, 
adapting to, and recovering from whatever “change” we are faced with is imperative so that we can continue 
doing what we are doing. This past year we have funded a Building Envelope Study done to see where the 
building was vulnerable so that we can be proactive with repairs and upgrades. We have planted native 
plants on the Esplanade and Pollinator Garden and park staff have diligently improved drainage in the park 
holding beds. 

Goal 3 is to Build Lifelong Relationships. We work on forging and strengthening good relationships 
with everyone throughout their entire lives with us. From the patrons we interact with each day to 
the collaborations and partnerships we have with local businesses and organizations. Some of our 
collaborations have been La Befana with Dante Society, Funda Fest with RI Black Storytellers, Chorus of 
Westerly-Pre-Concert Lecture: Mozart – Mass in C Minor, Get Your Bike Ready for the Season with Remy’s 

Bikes, and Senior Day at the YMCA. We are building relationships with donors and volunteers, and honoring 
them with the volunteer luncheon and the Gold Leaf Event. We also provide donor tours both of the library 
and in the park. Pride in the Park helped strengthen our ties with the community and such organizations 
as the United Congregational Church of Westerly, Wood River Health, Pompelmo Gelato, Wellbeing 
Collaborative, Rhode Island Regional Coalitions, Westerly Pride Club, Stonington Pride, and many more.

Goal 4 is to Serve as the Access Point to Resources that Contribute to Enhancing Quality of Life. Providing 
a connection to information and resources is just one of the many things we do to enhance the quality of 
life for our community members. We are teaching our youth how to grow food and donating it people in 
need. Our Community Resource Advocate or Mental Health Advocate can help people during stressful times. 
People can enjoy the outdoors with a sound bath, as well as access the past with Westerly Yearbooks and 
local interest photos. There are so many resources that patrons have access to, including printing, emailing, 
scanning, faxing, learning basic computer skills, file management and organization, word processing, 
internet navigation and searching, job searching, resume writing and review, navigating government 
websites, voter registration, DMV appointments and forms, filing for unemployment, new device setup, 
accessing online services such as library eBooks and eAudiobooks, streaming services, and healthcare 
portals.

Hopkins concluded, “I don’t have to tell you how impactful Westerly Library and Wilcox Park are. But, it’s 
nice to hear it from our patrons. It is a meaningful place for so many people, and it provides peace and 
respite, a place to connect with friends, time to learn and grow, and so much more. We strive to provide the 
highest quality spaces and experiences for our patrons in a welcoming environment. Based on feedback over 
the past year, it appears we are doing a rather decent job”. She then shared some of the kind words that the 
public has told us over the past year. Hopkins thanked everyone for their support and for everything they do 
every day to help make Westerly Library & Wilcox Park the place to be.

Good of the Order

Kendzia recognized Fritz Eckel who moved a resolution from the floor that “all of the acts and resolves of 
the Officers and Board of Trustees of the Association since the Annual Meeting of September 20, 2023 are 
hereby approved, ratified and confirmed.” The resolution was seconded by David Rathbun and unanimously 
approved.

Announcements

Kendzia encouraged everyone to pick up a copy of the Annual Report and for new Incorporators to look at 
the various committees to see if they would be interested in joining one. She commended the staff for their 
great friendliness, thanked the Board of Trustees for their support and encouragement, and thanked all 
those present for their passion for Westerly Library & Wilcox Park.

Adjournment

At 6:05 pm Maria Bernier made a motion to adjourn and was seconded by Deborah Bell. The motion passed 
unanimously. The next Annual Meeting of the Memorial and Library Association will be on September 17, 
2025.
 
Respectfully submitted,
Mary Jo Girard, Secretary
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COMMITTEES & MEMBERS

REPORTS
Executive Committee:
Mary Carol Kendzia, President
Maria Bernier, Vice President
Mary Jo Girard, Secretary
Pete Robinson,Treasurer, Finance    .
�   Chair

Audit Committee:
Colleen Sullivan, Chair
Maria Bernier, Trustee
Chris Fusaro
Scott Harold
Bill Meyer
Bill Miller, Trustee
Pete Robinson, Trustee
Mary Carol Kendzia, BOT 
President, Ex Officio
Deana Filippelli, CPA

Building Committee:
Tom Boll, Chair
Rick Constantine
Bob Gervasini, Trustee
Scott Harold
Jim Moran
David Rathbun
Mary Carol Kendzia, 
   BOT President, Ex Officio

Development Committee:
Jen Obrey, Chair
Deborah Bell, Trustee
Bill Miller, Trustee
Deborah Harold, Trustee
Ken Julian, Trustee
Helena Nulick
Rose Weston
Mary Carol Kendzia, 
   BOT President, Ex Officio

Education Committee:
Lou Toscano
Robin Geise
Mary Goodman
Deb Harold
Tim Flanagan
Mary Carol Kendzia, 
   BOT President, Ex Officio

Finance Committee:
Pete Robinson, Trustee, Chair
David Bailey
Rick Constantine
Doryanne Hamel
Rob Holland
Ken Julian
Gara LaMarche, Trustee
Colleen Sullivan, Trustee
Mary Carol Kendzia, 
   BOT President, Ex Officio
Deana Filippelli, CPA

Investment Committee:
Rick Constantine
Rob Holland
Ken Julian
Bill Meyer
Pete Robinson, Trustee
Mary Carol Kendzia, 
   BOT President, Ex Officio
Deana Filippelli, CPA

Nominating/Governance 
Committee:
Debbie Bell, Chair
Mojie Friel, Trustee
Ann Lain, Trustee
Lou Toscano, Trustee
Mary Carol Kendzia, 
   BOT President, Ex Officio

Ocean Community Collaborative:
Mojie Friel, Co-chair, BOT Liaison
Mary Goodman, Co-chair
Representatives from various local      
�   nonprofits
Mary Carol Kendzia, 
   BOT President, Ex Officio

Park Committee:
Bob Gervasini, Trustee
Sandi Carmichael
Mary-Jo Girard, Trustee
Buz Callaghan
David Hannon
Heather McGregor
Lisa Mueller
David Osborne

Fred Paretta
David Rathbun
Don Weiss
Mary Carol Kendzia, 
   BOT President, Ex Officio

Technology Committee:
Maria Bernier, Trustee, Chair
Mark Benson, Pastor,
   Joy Fellowship
Carly Callahan, United Theatre,          
�   Director
Theresa Gregal, Literacy             
Specialist, LVWC
Sarah Hazelton, WARM Center
Brianna Lord, Jonnycake
      Center of Westerly
Tom Pearce, Director, Westerly    
Education Center
Maureen Tissiere, Tri-County       
Community Action
Ruth Tureckova, Director, Olean       
�   Center
Kathy Walsh
Mary Carol Kendzia, 
   BOT President, Ex Officio

President’s

Dear friends of Westerly Library & Wilcox Park,

As my term as President of Westerly Library & Wilcox Park Board of Trustees comes to an end, I’m happy to 
say that the Association is thriving and ready to meet the challenges of our times. 

It’s been great to get to know people on the staff of the library and park. Seeing the knowledge, creativity, 
and enthusiasm of everyone who works here confirms that the Association is a unique foundation of the 
Westerly and Stonington community. The tremendous support and contributions of incorporators, donors, 
and committee members strengthens the work of the staff and administration of the library and park. 

The Association has many unique services to offer the public. The technology department is a stronghold for 
computer needs, and the makerspace has equipment to facilitate many DIY projects. Stop by the Kids Room 
any day of the week if you need a reason to smile; you’ll see children playing with the games and puzzles, 
reading books, listening to storytime or making crafts, and caretakers grateful for the chance to have a fun 
and educational place to bring their kids. The various activities, clubs, and programs offered at the library 
give patrons of any age the chance to meet others with like interests and explore new opportunities. And 
Wilcox Park continues to be a haven for all. Almost 120 years later, this Victorian strolling park still provides a 
place for quiet walks and runs, family outings, and many kinds of community events and celebrations. 

The financial support of the community continues to grow, confirming the value and appreciation of all the 
library and park has to offer. Since the first thread of life took place for the Association back in 1895, Westerly 
Library & Wilcox Park is well positioned to meet the needs of the community for many years to come. 

Respectfully submitted,
Mary Carol Kendzia
President, Westerly Library and Wilcox Park

“I’ve never seen a more community 
centered library in my life—thank you 

for the work you do.”



2024-2025• • •

9 10REPORTS

REPORTS

Treasurer’s
As we close out FY25, we are pleased to report that we remain in a strong financial position. Following a 
sharp market decline in April, the markets have recovered. We will be replenishing our fixed income portfolio 
to ensure five years of inflation-adjusted cash flow.

We anticipate ending FY25 with a surplus (final amount to be determined). As with last year’s surplus, the 
Finance Committee and Board agree that these funds should be set aside to address anticipated capital 
expenses for the building and park. These may include, but are not limited to, improvements to the building 
envelope, heating system, and pond. The Board will determine the specific use of these funds on a case-by-
case basis, based on timing and need.

I want to extend my sincere thanks to our patrons, supporters, library staff, consulting accountant, and the 
volunteer members of our Finance and Investment Committees. Their kindness, wisdom, and dedication 
continue to inspire and sustain our work.

Respectfully submitted, 
Peter B. Robinson, Treasurer

Audit Committee
The Audit Committee met with the Auditors, Hoyt, Filippetti & Malaghan LLC on November 25, 2024. The 
committee reviewed the draft of the Memorial and Library Association of Westerly Financial Statements 
as of June 30, 2024 and 2023 together with independent auditors’ report. An unmodified (clean) opinion 
was expressed. The Committee voted unanimously to accept the report and pass it on to the Board for 
acceptance. The Board unanimously approved the report as presented at its December 17, 2024 meeting.

The 2024-2025 audit schedule is consistent with prior years and is expected to be completed in November 
2025. We anticipate no significant issues to arise. 

Respectfully submitted,
Colleen Sullivan, Chair

Building Committee
A detailed study was performed to identify areas of the Library’s exterior surfaces that will need attention in 
the short term and also provide a timeline and estimated cost. The items identified have been incorporated 
into the overall budget. Some items have already been addressed.

The Library has updated the interior signage to provide clearer information and add some color.

An evaluation of the existing, 30+ years old heating system is underway. We anticipate a significant expense, 
and this evaluation will assist in financial planning.

The Committee meets monthly and we address maintenance issues ranging from roof leaks, doors that need 
replacing, exterior masonry repairs, and interior/exterior room finishes. This year we will prioritize the long-
term mechanical and cosmetic issues so that this wonderful building continues to age gracefully.

Respectfully submitted,
Thomas F. Boll, Chair

Development Committee
The Development Committee assists the Director of Development and the Executive Director in raising funds 
to meet the Annual Operating Budget, along with support to the Association’s management board and staff 
with fundraising efforts and event planning. 

The 2024–2025 fiscal year was an outstanding one for the Development Committee, marked by strong 
fundraising efforts and a highly successful Annual Fund. We not only met our Annual Fund goal of $220,000, 
we surpassed it by an incredible $138,619, reaching a total of $358,619. 2024-2025 Annual Fund was up 
$120,010 over FY 2023-2024. We were thrilled by the significant increase in giving this year! Thanks to the 
dedication of the Committee and the leadership of Director of Development, Stacey Jackson, our fundraising 
events were a tremendous success and played a key role in this remarkable growth.

This year, the Committee brought back the Mini Golf fundraiser as the main event to help meet our $32,000 
fundraising goal. The event was a success, thanks in large part to the generosity of our sponsors, who 
contributed $18,900, exceeding our goal. The Committee, board, and library staff all played vital roles in 
making the event a success. To improve the experience, the event layout was updated from the previous 
year, allowing for smoother play and a more relaxed pace. Families and children participated during the day, 
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while adults enjoyed evening sessions across three time slots. In total, the fundraiser brought in $26,783 in 
gross revenue—an outstanding outcome!

Several additional smaller fundraisers took place throughout the year, including Dine-to-Donate and Duck 
Race sales. We also began to offer ongoing programs that educate the community on giving opportunities 
such as IRA contributions, stock donations, and more. These efforts not only supported our fundraising goals 
but also helped raise awareness of the valuable resources and services the library provides to the public.

The Committee held monthly meetings over this past fiscal year via ZOOM. Much appreciation to the 
volunteer committee members Deborah Bell, Deborah Harold, Ken Julian, Mary Carol Kendzia, Bill Miller, 
Helena Nulick and Rose Weston for their work this past year. We truly appreciate the continued support and 
advice during the year. Also a special thank you to the Library and Park staff for all of your work to make this 
past year a success.

Respectfully,
Jennifer Obrey, Chair

Education Committee
Continuing its charge to “provide support in the promotion, development, and implementation of special 
programming”, the Education Committee has overseen tremendous growth in special programming, 
particularly in the Youth Services Department. Having undergone substantial staffing changes during 
the year, Youth Services, under the direction of Mel Fricchione, has provided the bulk of programming 
and served literally hundreds of attendees in Kids, Tweens, and Teens. She has dedicated herself to 
strengthening current programs such as Pride Club and Summer Reading as other programs, Kindergarten 
Gear Up and 1,000 Books before Kindergarten gain traction. Lynn Dougan has seamlessly returned to the 
Teen space as Teen Librarian and has brought her flowered tiara enthusiasm to all the young patrons that 
enter. She is focused on building the numbers of attendees by providing diverse opportunities, recently 
using card playing and music.  

Ben Green continues to bring his unique approach as Dungeons and Dragons is a mainstay in Tween 
programming. He has focused much attention on STEM related programs through outreach to organizations 
such as The Society of Women Engineers and creation of the Tween Alliance for Acceptance. Recently, 
Julianna Risica has brought her enthusiasm and experience to the department as the newest Kids Librarian. 
She will supervise the ever popular Storytime backpacks, adding new themes regularly.

The Committee is made up of diverse talents, who are always willing to step up as volunteers, but also 
provide experienced guidance to the development and creation of programs. Members include Mary 
Goodman, Tim Flanagan, Deb Harold, Robin Geise, Mel Fricchione, Ben Green, Lynn Dougan, and Julianna 
Risica.

Respectfully submitted,
Lou Toscano, Chair

Nominating/Governance Committee
The Nominating/Governance Committee’s purpose is to concern itself with matters pertaining to the 
qualification and identification of Incorporators and Trustees. Further, the committee shall assist the Board 
in matters of governance.

Strategic Board and Incorporator recruitment is the focus of the Nominating Committee’s work. We 
continually monitor and assess the current and anticipated needs of the Association to recruit individuals 
who possess specific expertise to ensure that the Board and all committees of the Library and Park are 
comprised of highly qualified community-minded individuals.

This year we reviewed the Committees of the Board. Given the critical importance of our investments 
to the financial stability of the Association, it was recommended that the bylaws be amended to make 
the Investment Committee a full committee of the Board rather than a subcommittee of Finance. This 
recommendation was approved by the board, subject to approval of the Incorporators at the Annual 
Meeting.  

The following list of nominations was presented and approved by the Board of Trustees at its July 15, 2025 
meeting.

Incorporators for Election to an Additional 4-Year Term:                                          
Leigh Algiere
Cynthia Arsenault
Susan Capalbo
Alison Croke
Jeanne DeMovick
Ann Driscoll
Frederick Eckel
Mojie Friel
Stephen Greene

John Lathrop
Walter Lentz
Robert Liguori
Almedia Livingston
Torey Malatia
Lido Mochetti
Mary Jo Orsinger
Victor Orsinger
John Payne, Jr.

Amy Randall
Gene Renz
Paulette Retsinas
Cynthia Sculco
Lauren Sposato
Nicholas Stahl
Margaret Stamatis
Louis Toscano
Rose Weston

Incorporators for Election to an Initial 4-Year Term:
Susan Gridley
William Gridley
Bethany Kearsch

Warren Miller
James Moran
Anthony Perrone

Dorie Singer
Elissa Sweet
Geri Theadore 

Trustee for Election to First Term:
Timothy Flanagan

Trustee for Election to Second Term:
Mary Carol Kendzia 

Trustee for Election to Third Term:
Mojie Friel Jennifer Obrey Peter Robinson

Officers:
Maria Bernier - President Mary Jo Girard - Secretary

Respectfully submitted on behalf of the Nominating/Governance Committee,
Deborah Bell, Chair

Ocean Community Collaborative
The Westerly Library & Wilcox Park contributed again this year to the success of the Ocean Community 
Collaborative (OCC) as an active participant and host of many of its meetings. The OCC is composed of local 
nonprofit leaders who share an interest in connecting on topics in common. We come together to share 
updates about our organizations, to exchange knowledge and expertise, and to discuss current issues that 
impact our work.  
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This year our topics of conversation have ranged from the usage of social media platforms, to attracting 
youth volunteers, to challenges given federal budget uncertainties. Our discussions include sharing best 
practices, policies, and online resources. Often our meetings prompt suggestions for future speakers.

It was a pleasure to host speaking programs, open to the public, on relevant topics. Erica Busillo Adams, 
President of Association of Fundraising Professionals Rhode Island chapter, spoke about “Philanthropy and 
Working Across Generations.” Senator Victoria Gu talked about “What Rhode Island is Doing About Climate 
Change.” Both talks were well-received and well-attended. Members enjoyed attending meetings at Ocean 
Community YMCA, The Chorus of Westerly, and The Cottage in Wilcox Park which included tours of their 
sites.

Engaged participation has come from representatives of organizations including: Friends of Westerly Library 
& Wilcox Park, Gateway Health, Literacy Volunteers of Washington County, Ocean Community YMCA, Olean 
Center, Stand Up for Animals, The Chorus of Westerly, The Dante Society, The United Theatre, The Westerly 
College Club, WARM Center, Inc., Weekapaug Green, Westerly ARC, Westerly Armory, Westerly Education 
Center, Westerly Land Trust, Westerly Lions Club, Westerly Museum of American Impressionism, Westerly 
Village, Wood River Health, and Young Global Leadership Foundation among others. We have seen increased 
participation this year with the addition of new members, providing additional perspectives. 

A special thanks to Brigitte Hopkins and Bill Lancellotta for their continued contributions to the OCC and for 
hosting our meetings and speaking programs.

Respectfully submitted, 
Mojie F. Friel, Co-chair
Mary M. Goodman, Co-chair

Park Committee
Wilcox Park experienced another extremely active year of events and activities. Use of the Park by individuals 
and groups was, and continues to be, extensive. 

Many notable events were held. The annual Chorus of Westerly Summer Pops Concert, Virtu Arts Festival, 
Colonial Theatre, Flock Theatre, smaller concerts, wedding ceremonies, exercise classes and wreath making 
classes, as well as the annual Garden Market Fair and Friends pop-up book sales.

Many projects, small and large, were also completed. Most notably the exterior renovation of the barn, the 
construction of a 300’ retaining/seat wall near the band stand, bluestone paving replacement at the library 
bike rack as well as many small maintenance projects throughout the park.

A major database was completed that records all dedication memorials from the 1960s to the present. This 
database includes 147 trees, 33 shrubs, 54 benches and 22 monuments and markers.

Alan Peck and his staff along with many volunteers work tirelessly to complete many projects each year 
that serve to ensure the viability of our park and to enhance its beauty and versatility. A group of URI Master 
Gardeners, the Friends of the Library and Park as well as many community volunteers oversee the many 
garden areas throughout the park. This year over 70 volunteers participated, a truly outstanding effort that 
reflects just how much the park is appreciated.

The park achieved ArbNet accreditation as a Level 2 Arboretum. This is a major accomplishment as we are 
the only level two arboretum in the state west of Narragansett Bay.

The next major challenge for the park committee is the restoration of the pond. Over the years the pond 
has suffered from an infestation of green algae and evasive vegetation. Treatments to the pond are ongoing 
with nutrient analysis indicating high concentrations of phosphorous. The pond study is underway by 
park staff and GZA, a large national geotechnical, water, ecology and environmental engineering firm with 
offices in Providence, RI. Testing should be completed this fall, along with a preliminary corrective plan for 
consideration.

Respectfully submitted,
Robert J. Gervasini, Chair

Technology Outreach Committee
This was the third full year for the Technology Outreach Committee, after its initial formation in February 
2022. The committee has a dual purpose: (1) to provide ideas, feedback, advice, and connections to 
library staff for technology related services, programs, and initiatives offered by the library, and (2) to help 
community organizations and individuals make connections to the technology that the library can provide 
them. The committee is currently composed of two library staff members (Head of Public Services and 
Technology & Innovation Coordinator), one library Board member as committee chair, and two employees 
from local nonprofits. 

During this year, the library installed a new grant-funded secure indoor charging locker for phones and 
tablets, and the Committee helped to spread the word of its availability. Committee members also provided 
input on a grant application to bring more hands-on tech help to Westerly residents. The grant of $4000 
from the Public Library Association was received in Fall 2024 to support the use of specific Digital Navigator 
curriculum for all ages, with lessons both for patrons as well as tech staff. Committee members provided 
suggestions on how to collaborate with community partners, especially through upcoming programs, 
classes, and events. The Committee also suggested potential local businesses with a technology aspect to 
invite to the Community Connections event in the spring. 

In spring 2025, Mary Carol Kendzia joined the Committee as an additional Board member. She will attend 
the meetings of the Basic Needs Network to represent the Tech Outreach Committee. This is an important 
opportunity for sharing information about the library services as well as learning more about the technology 
barriers in our community. 

In the coming fiscal year, the Tech Outreach Committee will invite new membership from a broader range of 
community organizations and will transition to new leadership. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Maria Bernier, Chair

“The library is the 
place to be in Westerly. 
I love the community 

engagement!”
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Executive Director’s

Looking back at FY25

This past year marked a renewed focus on community engagement, accessibility, environmental 
sustainability, and cultural enrichment. As stewards of knowledge and nature, Westerly Library and Wilcox 
Park continues to serve as a vital hub for lifelong learning and shared experience.  From expanding digital 
resources to hosting inclusive programs in our historic park, we strive to meet the evolving needs of our 
community while honoring our past. We could not have been successful without our mission, vision, and 
values and strategic plan, guiding every decision, inspiring action, and ensuring long-term impact. 

Mission: To strengthen community and enrich lives by stimulating intellect and sparking imagination 
through access to literature, information, technology, nature, and the arts.

Vision: Strive to be a premier intellectual, cultural, and botanical asset for the region.

Core Values: Stewardship, Equitable Access, Respect, Collaboration, Enrichment 

Our mission, to strengthen community and enrich lives by stimulating intellect and sparking imagination 
through access to literature, information, technology, nature, and the arts, helps us stay focused on serving 
our community and our users. Our vision, to strive to be a premier intellectual, cultural, and botanical 
asset for the region, inspires us and sets a high bar for growth and excellence. Our core values shape our 
culture and behavior ensuring that our decisions are ethical, inclusive, and community centered. And our 
Strategic Plan ensures that everything we do stays aligned with community needs; that we make thoughtful, 
transparent decisions, and we deliver services that are impactful and future ready.

This past fiscal year is proof that we continue to stay true to our guiding documents which act as a compass, 
road map, and fuel for both the library and park. And our connection to our primary charge - serving 
our community - is always at the forefront of what we do. Whether a child discovers the joy of reading, a 
volunteer plants hope in the park, or a neighbor finds warmth in a community event, Westerly Library and 
Wilcox Park remain a place where stories - both written and lived - flourish.

The preceding Committee Reports capture so much of what it takes to operate Westerly Library & Wilcox 
Park from fiscal management, to fundraising, facility maintenance, and park supervision. The following 
is just a snapshot of both the outward facing services, programs, and resources we offered, as well as the 
internal administration of the organization, the progress of our strategic plan strategies, human resources, 
and the review and development of policies.

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS

Programming plays a vital role in enriching the community we serve: it provides engagement and 
connection, provides additional access to lifelong learning, offers cultural and intellectual enrichment, 
serves marginalized groups, and can be a catalyst for broader social impact. We are so proud of the 
programming we offer in the library and the park - and we are grateful for all of our community partners and 
collaborators that work with us to provide such wonderful programming to our community members free of 
charge.

Weekly Snapshot - Following is a week in library & park life. We have 35 staff members creating, 
collaborating, and executing programming which are offered during the 60 hours we are open each week. 
Here are just a few of the 1,078 programs and events attended by an estimated 38,827 people in FY25:

Mondays
•	 Eco-Explorers (kids & tweens)
•	 Freedom to Read Panel Discussion
•	 Monday Night Book Discussion
•	 Poetry Gathering
•	 Sewers N Stitches
•	 Stop Motion Mondays
•	 The Rhode Island 39 Club: Your Passport & Guide to Exploring RI
•	 The Truth Behind Investigating the Unknown

Tuesdays
•	 Patricia Walsh Chadwick: Breaking Glass: Tales from the Witch of Wall Street
•	 Decoding the Mysteries of Cats (virtual program)
•	 Flutes and Piano Recital with John Graham, Karen Toy, & Sara Boyd
•	 Knit & Crochet
•	 Mostly Fiction Book Club
•	 Sewing Basics
•	 Teen Dungeon & Dragons
•	 Tween Dungeons & Dragons (3 different sessions)
•	 Youth Garden Club

Wednesdays
•	 America and the Holocaust
•	 American Senior Benefits Informational Session: Medicare and Medicaid parts A, B, C and D
•	 Animation Nation (tweens)
•	 Dr. Adaira Landry and Dr. Resa Lewiss: MicroSkills: Small Actions, Big Impact
•	 Community Resource Advocate
•	 Cookbook Club
•	 Essentrics Stretch in the Park (seasonal)
•	 Genealogy Workshop: Do You Have a Revolutionary War Ancestor?
•	 Healthy Aging Meet-Up
•	 Irish Coastal Club Irish Language Classes
•	 Literacy Volunteers of Washington County: Immigration Lawyer Q & A
•	 Napatree Hawk Watch: 30 years of Identifying & Counting Migrating Hawks
•	 Pride Club
•	 Romance author Elissa Bass: Happy Hour
•	 Silent Book Club
•	 Tech Socials

“I’ve probably told you this 
before, but I can’t tell you how 

much I love your library. The 
building is beautiful, and you 

guys are always so nice.”
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•	 The Serviceberry Book Club with Westerly Land Trust
•	 The Stonington Madrigal Singers presents “Italia Mia”
•	 Storytime (kids)
•	 4th Annual Head to Toe Wellness Fair with Wood River Health

Thursdays
•	 Baby Playtime
•	 Hilary Klotz Steinman Doc Screening: “Change, Not Charity: The Americans with Disabilities Act”
•	 Friends Book Sale Pop-Ups on the Esplanade (summers)
•	 Get Organized & Clear the Clutter: Clearing Your Way to a Brighter Summer
•	 Laser Cutter Basics
•	 Mental Health Advocate
•	 Science Storytime (kids)
•	 Teen Crafternoons and Kids Craft Times
•	 The 3 Foragers: Edible Plants and Fungi of Autumn
•	 Tween LEGO Club

Fridays
•	 AFP, RI Chapter: Philanthropy and Working Across Generations
•	 Project Outreach Veterans Assistance
•	 Tween Librarian Club

Saturdays
•	 2nd Annual Community Connections: Every Neighbor Counts
•	 3rd Annual Fall Fest & Pumpkin Stroll 
•	 Westerly Writers Group
•	 Author Talk and Illustration Demo with Regina Linke: Big Enough
•	 Comic Con (all ages)
•	 Community Yoga Class in Wilcox Park
•	 Funda Fest 27
•	 Library of Things Demo Day
•	 Lunar New Year Celebration: Year of the Snake
•	 Master Gardener Walking Tours
•	 Pride in the Park
•	 Sensory Saturday (kids)
•	 Wreath Making Workshop and Annual Tree Lighting

Sunday
•	 Annual Garden Market Fair

Hoxie Gallery - Our vibrant public exhibition space showcases the work of local artists throughout the year. 
Here is who we hosted this past year:

•	 July - local author-illustrator Regina Linke
•	 August - local artist Qimin Liu and his son Ethan Liu
•	 September - 2nd Annual Community Art Show
•	 October - local artist Ivona Herzog Verbeke
•	 November - Cryptid Museum
•	 December – “Paper Visions” group show with members of 19 on Paper
•	 January - Transcending the Blue: Touch, Look, and Wonder by artist Jen Wilkosz.
•	 February - local artist Ellen Gregory
•	 March - Paul Helgesen: Life in the Maritimes

•	 April - The Artists of the Olean Center: See ME
•	 May - Westerly Public Schools: Student Exhibition
•	 June - Connecticut Academy of Fine Arts | 114th Annual Juried Exhibition

Artist-in-Residence (AIR)
•	 Susan Stephenson

	ο Provided an Informal Exhibition: 
Reconnecting

•	 Dave Solomon
	ο Film Screening and Q&A | Mr. Holmes

	ο Musical Theatre Audition Workshop
•	 Christine Koubek Flynn

	ο Imagination and the Transformation of 
Personal Experience in Fiction and Memoir

	ο Introduction to Personal and College Essays

The Pop-Up @ Coy - A temporary activation zone for non-profits, small businesses, artists, community 
groups, and individuals. The space was used for several purposes including: 

•	 LRNZ Art & Design
•	 The Candy Box
•	 Holiday Pop-Up at Coy
•	 Girl Scouts Cookie Booth

•	 Friends Book Sales / Friends Hidden Book 
Shoppe

•	 Hygge & Hot Chocolate

SERVICE HIGHLIGHTS 

We offer a wide range of services that go far beyond lending books. This includes a robust summer reading 
program for all ages, digital access such as free Wi-Fi, public computers, eBooks and e-audiobooks, digitized 
Westerly Sun, digital historic photo library, and notary services. We strive to enhance what we offer by 
improving existing services and establishing new ones such as:

•	 Access to New York Times online including News, Games, Cooking, Wirecutter, and The Athletic
•	 New local author shelf, located near the new books on 1st floor 
•	 Expansion of the world language collection (mostly Spanish) 
•	 Kids Library of Things
•	 Additional museum passes: Niantic Children’s Museum and Slater Memorial Museum                                                                                                                             
•	 Public and Staff Wi-Fi upgrades 
•	 New carpeting in the Old Main Reading Room and Auditorium
•	 Plant Cutting Library
•	 ArbNet Level II Arboretum accreditation
•	 New interior signage/wayfinding
•	 “Homeless Training” for staff
•	 Artist Community Alliance membership for global Artist-in-Residence opportunities
•	 Free period product dispensers in public restrooms thanks to the Friends

COLLABORATION / PARTNERSHIPS

We collaborated with so many wonderful local/regional partners including:  
•	 Chorus of Westerly
•	 Colonial Theatre
•	 Dante Society of Westerly
•	 Flock Theatre
•	 Florence Griswold Museum
•	 Frank Olean Center 
•	 Friends of Westerly Library & Wilcox Park
•	 Irish Coastal Club
•	 Literacy Volunteers of Washington County 

•	 New England Shoreline Section of the Society 
of Women Engineers

•	 Next-Up Music 
•	 Ocean Community Chamber of Commerce
•	 The Rotary Club of Westerly
•	 The United Theatre
•	 URI Master Gardeners
•	 Westerly and Stonington Public Schools 
•	 Westerly ARC 
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•	 Westerly Area Peace and Justice Group 
•	 Westerly Town Band

•	 Wood River Health 

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 

We play a vital role in engaging with our community - not just as a place to borrow books, but as dynamic 
hubs of connection, learning, and support. It’s not just about what we have for our community, but what 
we do for our community. Here are just a few statistics to show how much we reach the members of our 
community with our services, resources, and programs. Please see the infographic at the end of this report 
for more information.

•	 Newly refreshed monthly E-magazine sent to 9,902 people - 14.4% increase over last year
•	 School Visits

	ο To: 29 visits reaching 2,437 students
	ο From: 790 students during 39 visits

•	 Social Media followers increased by:
	ο Facebook 6.8%
	ο Instagram 17.1%
	ο YouTube 43%

•	 Homebound deliveries made to 3 patrons each month
•	 Seed & Plant Cuttings Libraries registered
•	 1,218 library cards issued              
•	 Makerspace equipment used 254 times
•	 Private event/meeting spaces booked 102 times with 1,675 attendees
•	 Study Rooms were booked 1,226 times
•	 Museum passes checked out 262 times
•	 15 lbs. of leafy greens and herbs from the Youth Garden donated to Jonnycake Center of Westerly

STRATEGIC GOALS

Our strategic goals help us shift from being a reactive service provider towards a visionary community 
leader. They help to ensure that we remain vital, inclusive, and innovative and ready to meet today’s 
challenges and tomorrow’s possibilities.

We just finished year two of this four year plan. Here is our progress to date:

Over the past year we have completed 23 more tactics (of the 95) including the following:

Goal 1: Strengthen financial sustainability and organizational stability
Standardized the staff onboarding process

•	 Repurposed the Café space as a community Pop-Up space
•	 Developed a Social Media Policy & Strategy to improve engagement with our followers

•	 Succession Plans developed for all key personnel
•	 Secured Human Resource Consultant to assist managers on all levels with consistent oversight

Goal 2: Be resilient; be adaptable to change
•	 Achieve ArbNet Arboretum Accreditation

Goal 3: Build lifelong relationships
•	 The Hoxie Gallery is reserved every April for Olean Center artists, May for Westerly Schools Student 

Exhibition and every September for a Community Art Exhibit 

Goal 4: Serve as the access point to resources that contribute to enhancing quality of life
•	 Installed charging lockers for phones, tablets, & laptops in the library
•	 Community Connections annual event established
•	 Installed new interior wayfinding and designed new interpretative signage for the park

Future Initiatives / Looking Ahead
•	 Renovating key library spaces with modern amenities
•	 Expanding bilingual collections and services
•	 Developing a new “Art in the Park” public installation series
•	 Launching a digital history archive in partnership with regional institutions

STAFFING AND OPERATIONS 

Staff and policy are absolutely foundational to the successful operation of the library and park. They’re not 
just behind-the-scenes elements—they shape the experience, safety, and effectiveness of these community 
spaces. Our staff bring the mission to life. Policies keep it on track. Together, they ensure that libraries and 
parks are not just functional—but transformational. We appreciate what each and every staff member brings 
to the table for the time they are with us. 

Staff who transitioned out (* remain on-call):
•	 Brianna Botelho
•	 Maria Burgess
•	 Kelli Butler
•	 Kelley Clairmont*
•	 Gina D’Ambrosia*

•	 Rebecca Graebner
•	 Colleen King
•	 Meghan King
•	 Evelyn McLaughlin
•	 Raisa Norberg

•	 Debbie Northup*
•	 Kayla Polanco
•	 Elizabeth Rannenberg 

Staff who transitioned in: 
•	 Anna Jones
•	 Robin Bell
•	 Ericka Carranza
•	 Pat Cleary

•	 Kelley Clairmont
•	 Keith Kimberlin
•	 Karen LaMotte
•	 Talia Temporal

•	 Franklin Timmons
•	 Hannah Williams

 
Staff who transitioned up:

•	 Penny Barrington 
•	 Lynn Dougan

•	 Mel Fricchione
•	 Claire Morgan

•	 Julianna Risica
•	 Amanda Wagner 

Policy, Plans & Procedures approved by the Board of Trustees
•	 I.D.E.A Statement - New
•	 Wilcox Park Collections Policy - New
•	 Social Media Policy - New
•	 Rules of Conduct - Updated

•	 Continuous Performance Management - New
•	 Non-Traditional Materials Borrowing Policy - 

New
•	 Strategic Plan - Updated
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Donations and Grants

Funding is also crucial to our success. In addition to our annual operating budget funding sources, here are 
some of the funds we received that allowed us to go above and beyond.

•	 Friends of Westerly Library & Wilcox Park
•	 PLA’s Digital Navigator Pilot Incentive Program grant: $4,000 award funds training for staff to teach 

basic digital literacy skills using DigitalLearn platform funded by AT&T
•	 RI Legislative Grant from Senator Gu for staff de-escalation training
•	 Private donations towards the ongoing digitization of the Westerly Sun
•	 Private donations towards the construction of the retaining wall adjacent to the bandstand

This past year, we welcomed thousands of people through our doors and walkways; each visit is a testament 
to the enduring power of libraries, parks, public spaces, and community.

I extend my heartfelt gratitude to our donors, volunteers, patrons, and visitors for using and supporting 
the library and park in so many ways. A special thanks to the Friends of Westerly Library & Wilcox Park for 
granting all of our wishes; our dedicated Board of Trustees for their continued support and leadership; 
and our amazing library and park staff for all they do to make Westerly Library & Wilcox Park a welcoming 
community space for everyone. 

With sincere gratitude,
Brigitte Hopkins
Executive Director, Westerly Library & Wilcox Park

STAFF 2221

DATA HIGHLIGHTS

Administration
Brigitte Hopkins
Bill Lancellotta
Sara Ross Clark

Marketing
Amanda Wagner
Hannah Williams

Development
Stacey Jackson
Anna Jones

Public Services
Kristen McLeod
Robin Bell
Keara Bergey
Pat Cleary
Talia Temporal

Technology
Penelope Barrington
Ericka Carranza
Keith Kimberlin

Youth Services
Melanie  Fricchione
Ben Green
Karen LaMotte
Julianna Risica
Franklin Timmons

Tween/Teen Space
Casey Howley-Brigham

Teen Space
Lynn Dougan

Adult Services
Caroline Badowski
Anais Cunningham
Claire Morgan
Cassie Skobrak
Nina Wright

Collection Management
Colleen Walsh-Jervis
Kim Ihne

Facilities
Rob Gizzarelli
Teresa Peck

Park
Alan Peck
Brian McGregor
Martin Neiberg
Lee Sadosky
Trevor Tetlow

On-Call
Kelley Clairmont
Gina D’Ambrosio
Susan Marelli
Debbie Northup
Stevie Prince
Marilyn Russo
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Cynthia D. Adam
Paula Arcarese
Garrett P. Babij
Elizabeth Bachert
David R. Bailey
Jane Barstow
Shirley N. Bartucca
Deborah L. Bell
Maria Bernier
Thomas F. Boll
Robert Bowes
Laura A. Bray
Elena Brennan
Margaret M. Bright
Linda S. Brown
Margit Burgess
Laurie J. Callaghan
Robert P. Callaghan
Andrea Carey
Sandra J. Carmichael
Bonnie Castellani
Frances A. Cawley
Jennifer Chaffiotte
Marie Clark
Barbara Clark-Greene
Toby G. Coit
Anne L. Collette
Erin M. Collins
Richard W. Constantine
Mary E. Cooper
Margaret B. Corini
Kathleen M. Crowley
Betty-Jo Cugini
Claire Dalidowitz
Richard Dalidowitz
Kathleen P. Daniele
Chantal R. Devine
Eileen Diaz
Ryan DiPanni
Kate Donovan
Jean M. Doucette
Denis P. Duclos
Diane M. Duclos
Marjorie H. Duerr
Susan M. Dumouchel
Leslie S. Dunn
Margaret L. Earle
Dana M. Emery
Barbara S. Fallon
Maria Fay
Susan Ferreira

Timothy G. Flanagan
Brenda R. Foberg
Leslie M. Fonsh
Lisa Frankes
Katelyn Freitas
Mojie F. Friel
Friends of Westerly Library
   & Wilcox Park
Margaret Fusaro
Paul Geise
Robin S. Geise
Robert J. Gervasini, Sr.
Mary Jo Girard
Katharine S. Goode
Mary M. Goodman
Alyssa Green
Stephen M. Greene
Theresa A. Gregal
Doryanne Hamel
David C. Hannon
Sheryl Hanson
Deborah M. Harold
Scott J. Harold
Karie A. Hayes
Sarah Hazelton
Averie Hindle
Larry Hirsch
Lisa A. Hoffman
Robert J. Holland
Sage Hosford
Elaine Hovey
Melissa M. Hughes
Nancy B. Hughes
Ollie Huth
Janet Joy
Christine S. Julian
Kenneth J. Julian
Gail D. Kahover
Jim Kahover
Beth M. Kalunian
Arleen Kaur
Bethany Kearsch
Mary Carol Kendzia
Kaylee A. Kleinkauf
Denise Kowalewski
Gary Kowalewski
Uma Kuruganti
Ann Lain
Gara LaMarche
Catherine Larsh
Judith A. Larzelere

Ericka Lebling
Suzanne R. Lemp
Mary Lennon
The Lions Club of Westerly 
Brianna Lord
Pamela J. Madigan
Ellen L. Madison
Rona Mann
Jane K. Mara
Michael E. Marelli
Stuart S. Marvin
Heather K. McGregor
Diane W. McQuade
Jennifer Mellen
Austin Menta
Corliss Merkel
William F. Meyer
William J. Miller, Jr.
James J. Moran, III
Marilyn B. Nardone
Penelope Ann Nicolas
Thomas J. Niemeyer
Helena Nulick
Julian Nunes
Patricia Oat
Jennifer Obrey
Susan H. Ogle
David Osborne
Gary R. Palmer
Daria Papalia
Beth A. Paretta
Fred P. Paretta
Tom Pearce
Teresa Peck
Carol-Jean F. Plunkett
Susan Potter
Brenda Pukas
Robert J. Rafka
David M. Rathbun
Barbara Eileen Rawnsley
Shan Rice
Peter Robinson
Margaret C. Rocketto
Elaine Roma
Susan P. Rosen
Nina P. Rossomando
The Rotary Club of Westerly
Pamela Rubinoff
Eleanor Ryan
Maggie Ryan
Alesia Sadosky

Deb Schwab
Mary E. Scialabba
Elizabeth M. Serra
Jill Shiel
Christian D. Sposato
Dylan Stanfield
Richard Steadman
Colleen Sullivan
JoAnn H. Sullivan
Kaylei Swanger
Ben Tamsky
Evelyn S. Thavenet
Geraldine L. Theadore
Maureen Tissiere
Gerald C. Tobin
Laura D. Tobin
Judith F. Toscano
Louis M. Toscano
John W. Townsend, V
Nolan Tripp
Ruth G. Tureckova

VOLUNTEERS 24

We are FOREVER 
GRATEFUL for our 
volunteers, who 

dedicate so much time 
and talent to make us 
who we are. Thanking 

you for PLAYING A 
ROLE in our success!

The URI Master Gardener Program
Jean R. Victor
Judith Volkart
Patricia M. Walbam
Kathy Walsh
Emily Ward
Washington Trust Reach
   for the Stars Program
Linda Waters
Leslie Weber
Donald Weiss
Mary H. Weiss
Gayle E. Wentworth
Westerly Lions Club
Rose Marie P. Weston
Kathy White
Gwendoline Woods
Brenda Woodward
Julia Wynn
Donna M. Zuffelato
Robert F. Zuffelato
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Randolph Abood
F. Gregory Ahern
Suzanne D. Albert
Dennis L. Algiere
Leigh Algiere
Fred A. Allardyce
Kristy Allardyce
Roberta Allardyce
H. Margaret Anderson
Kimberly G. Anderson
Robert Anderson
Richard C. Anthony
Cynthia Arsenault
Peter V. August
Dianne T. Babcock
Garrett P. Babij
David R. Bailey
Patricia Bailey
Benjamin Barber
Margaret S. Barclay
David D. Bell
Deborah L. Bell
Ida Benson
Maria Bernier
Dickson G. Boenning
Katherine Boll
Thomas F. Boll
Gail Bonner
Mary E. Bowler
Margaret Murphy-Bright
Jennifer Brinton
Diane J. Brown
William S. Brown
Desa D. Buffum
Laurie Callaghan
Carly Callahan
Alison G. Cameron
Valerie Camfield
Susan S. Capalbo
Andrea Carey
Sandra Carmichael
Donna Celico
John B. Coduri
George  A. Comolli
Mallory M. Constantine
Richard W. Constantine
Beverly Conti
John Conti
Caswell Cooke, Jr.
Margaret Corini
Carol Crandall
Alison L. Croke

Betty-Jo Cugini 
Elizabeth Cugini
David Culton
Beth D’Amato
Kathleen Daniele
Harvey C. Demovick, Jr.
Harvey C. DeMovick, III
Jeanne DeMovick
Marion H. Desillier
Lorraine Devault
April E. Dinwoodie
Anne Driscoll
Richard F. Dudley
Susan M. Dumouchel
Leslie S. Dunn
Susan Dvorak
Elizabeth Boyle Eckel
Frederick C. Eckel, Jr.
Meredith Eckel
Edith B. Eglin
Irma Federico
Timothy Flanagan
Alexander J. Fortier
Carol Fortier
Mojie F. Friel
Christopher Fusaro
Jean L. Gagnier
Mark Gagnon
Anna Garceau
Zachary Garceau
Paul Geise
Robin Geise
John J. Gentile, Jr.
Robert Gervasini
Mary Jo Girard
Charles Glew
Kathleen Glew
Susan Gomes
Katie Goode 
Mary Goodman
Stephen Goodman 
Stephen Greene
Linda Grimes
Doryanne Hamel
Kristin Thavenet Hamm
David  C. Hannon
Joanne Harley
Deborah Harold
Scott Harold
Pamela M. Heller
Larry J. Hirsch
Julie A. Holland

Robert J. Holland
Ardis Holliday
R. Carter Holliday
Gayle Hunt
Terry Hunt
Frank Illuzzi
Barbara Jandasek
Christine Julian
Kenneth Julian
Adam Kaufman 
Mary Carol Kendzia
Thomas Kendzia
Lisa Kenyon 
Katherine Bell Krystinik
R. Paul Kuhn 
Darlene Lacey
Shawn Lacey
Ann Lain
Gara LaMarche 
Arthur Lathrop
Catherine Lathrop
John Lathrop
Suzanne Lemp
Judith Lentz
Walter J. Lentz
Florence R. Lewiss
Matthew L. Lewiss
Peter L. Lewiss
Lori Liguori
Robert E. Liguori 
Almedia Livingston
Marguerite R. Long
Carolyn G. Longolucco
Clayton Lord, Jr.
Susan Willcox Mackay
Ellen L. Madison
Malcolm A. Makin, Jr.
Torey Malatia 
Robert Malley 
Marion Markham 
Carol Marsiglio
Peter B. Martin
Robert Marvel, Jr.
Marianne McAllister
Stephen  McAllister
Robert McCormack
Jennifer Richins Mellen
Sue A. Melvin
Corliss Merkel
William F. Meyer
William J. Miller, Jr.
Helen Mochetti

Lido Mochetti
Alexandra Moore 
Ruth Foster Morgan
Sharon L. Morgan
Steven Morrone
Lisa Mueller
Marianne Nardone
Marilyn Nardone
Ian Newbury
Kim Newbury
Helena Nulick
Paul Nunes
Jennifer Obrey
Susan Ogle
Mary Jo Orsinger
Victor Jo Orsinger
Gary R. Palmer
David Panciera
Fred P. Paretta
Andrew Parsons
David Patten
Mary-Kay Patten
Casey R. Payne
John R. Payne, Jr.
John S. Payne
Cynthia L. Perry
Joseph Potter

Bruce Prescott
Anne M. Preuss
Amy Randall
H. Douglas Randall, III
Lorraine Randall
David Rathbun
Gene  S. Renz
Susan B. Renz
Paulette A. Retsinas
Peter Robinson
Margaret C. Rocketto
Corinne Rossi
Helen M. Roy
Michael T. Ryan 
Candace Sanford*
Thomas D. Sanford
Margaret Sano
David A. Sayles
Steven W. Scales
Cynthia D. Sculco
Susan Seeley
Geoffrey Serra
Michael V. Serra
Robert Simmons
Charles S. Soloveitzik
Endawnis M. Spears
Lauren M. Sposato

Incorporators serve as liasons 
between Westerly LIbrary & 

Wilcox Park and the communities 
of Westerly and Stonington. 

Incorporators also form the pool 
of candidates for the Board of 

Trustees. We thank you for your 
support!

Robin Springborn
Nicholas J. Stahl
John Stamatis
Margaret Stamatis
Justin J. Stevenson, III
Michael Sujka
Colleen Sullivan
Olive P. Tamm
Kathryn T. Taylor
Evelyn Thavenet
Louise H. Thorson
Judith Toscano
Louis Toscano
Ruth Tureckova 
Teresa Utt 
Raymond A. Uzanas
Deborah Ventresca
Andrea B. Verbos
Katharine H. Waterman
Donald Weiss
Mary Weiss
Rose Marie P. Weston
Tara Whelan
Laurence  F. Whittemore, III
Douglas Woodard
Rebecca Woodward
 
*Deceased
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ANNUAL FUND DONORS

GIFTS & AID
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Event Sponsors
Deborah & David Bell
The Bright Family
Cable Components Group
Ceil Plumbing
Chelsea Groton Savings Bank
Dime Bank
First Financial Advisory Services, Inc.
Friends of Westerly Library
   & Wilcox  Park
Ginger’s Service Station, Inc.
Grey Sail Brewing of RI
Jewett City Savings Bank
Ann Lain
Lathrop Insurance
Lori Joyal at Lila Delman Real Estate
Lou Toscano Golf Instruction
Jennifer & Scott Mellen
J.McLaughlin
Mario’s Northend Pizzaria
New Heights, Vista Life Innovations
ParsonsKellogg, LLC
Pawcatuck Roofing Company, Inc.
Professional Planning Group
Red Stone, Inc.
Riverhead Building Supply
Stephen & Lisa Scott
ServiceMaster by Mason
South County Distillers
Target
Urso, Liguori & Micklich, P.C.
Viking Supply Company
The Washington Trust Company
Westerly Community Credit Union
Westerly Dental Group
Westerly Virtual Golf
The Wine Store
Winnapaug Country Club
Rebecca Woodward, DMD
   & Adam Kaufman, DMD 
Yale New Haven Health
   Westerly Hospital

Foundation & Estate Gifts
American Library Association
Mr. & Mrs. Robert C. Buffum, Sr.*
Susan S. Capalbo
Chelsea Groton Savings Bank
Chipperfield-Brustolon Family  Fund
Clementina DeRocco Memorial Fund
The Estate of Gilbert Hicks, Jr. 
The Jacqueline K. Hutcheon Trust
Victor & Mary Jo Orsinger

The Mary C. & Joseph E. Pucci Fund
The Family of Louis*
   & Evelyn Thavenet

Government Support
Town of Stonington
Town of Westerly RI
State of Rhode Island Senate Grant
Rhode Island Office of Library
   & Information Services

In-Kind Contributions
Adventureland
Andiamo
Bess Eaton 
Colleen Sullivan & Jack Cannon
Eagle’s Nest Gallery
Evie’s
Foxwoods Resort & Casino
Friends of Westerly Library
   & Wilcox Park
G Spa at Foxwoods 
Grey Sail Brewing Company
Guytano’s
James Honer
JC’s Watch Hill
Jersey Mike’s Subs of SE MA & RI
Lou Toscano Golf Instruction
Martin House Books
McQuade’s Marketplace
Mel’s Downtown Creamery
Mystic Aquarium
Mystic Luxury Cinemas
Mystic Seaport Museum
Newport Restaurant Group
Nigrelli’s Jewelry Store
Ocean Community YMCA
OMO Jewels and Gifts 
Perks & Corks 
Pizza Place
Sara Campbell
Shelter Harbor Inn, Inc.
Sift/Mix Rooftop & Bar
South County Distillers
The Café
The Wine Store
Toscano’s Men’s Shop
United Theatre
Vesta Bakery
Weekapaug Golf Club
Westerly Virtual Golf
Wildflower Kids
Dr. Philo F. Willetts, Jr. 
Windie’s

Woodmansee’s

Program & Service Support
Anonymous
Bess Eaton
Mary Ellen Buckley & Philip Garlo
Sandra Carmichael & John Faulise
Judith M. Cherenzia
Joseph & Joan Coduri
Sharla Desy
Susan Dvorak
Linda Erickson
Ellen Fiore
Friends of Westerly Library
   & Wilcox Park
Larry J. & Kay P. Hirsch
James Honer
Owen & Nancy Hughes
Jersey Mike’s Subs
John & Brenda Linton
Carolyn G. Longolucco
McQuade’s Marketplace
Meadowbrook Waldorf Association
Mystic Luxury Cinema
North Stonington Garden Club
Anthony & Robin Perrone
Pizza Place
The Realini Family
Charlene Senical
Stonington Garden Club
The Colonial Theatre
The Mitchell Family Fund
The Rotary Club of Westerly
Lynnie & Aaron Thieme
Judith L. Vars
United Theatre
Viking Supply Company
Jack Spratt
Stephen & Elise vonHousen
Westerly Lions Club
Mrs. Howard E. Weston
Philo F. Willetts, Jr.

*Deceased

Champions $5,000+
Berkley Family 
Mr. Mark T. Gallogly &
   Ms. Elizabeth B. Strickler
Guy & Ann Garofalo Family Fund
Mr. & Mrs. Roger C. Hamilton,
   The Hamilton Foundation
Rob & Julie Holland
Frances Ingersoll & Matthew Taylor
Kurt Lenzen & Mary Peduzzi* Lenzen
Mr. Joseph P. Leone, Jr.
Karin McCormick
Susan & Peter Ogle
Elizabeth G. Riley
   & Daniel E. Smith, Jr.
Ms. Patricia A. Roback
Tom & Candy* Sanford
Doris & Myron Saranga
Dorie Singer
Wallace Global Fund

Tower $2,500 - $4,999
Anonymous
Ida Benson
Sandra Carmichael & John Faulise
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth & Christine Julian
Robin Marvel
Nicholas and Christina
   Raho Foundation
Anthony & Robin Perrone

Trustee Canopy $1,000 - $2,499
Anonymous
Mr. & Mrs. Jared & Bette Aaronson
Mr. Peter J. Appleby
   & Ms. Stephanie Raia
Ashaway Charitable Trust

Kay & Dick Daniele
Mr. & Mrs. Harvey C. Demovick, Jr.
Mr. John P. Duffy
Mr. & Mrs. T. Wilson Eglin
Carol & AJ Fortier
Meredith & Whitney George
Bob & Ami Green
Linda Griffin
Helen A. Jankoski
Jonathan M. & Margaret C. H. Kelly
The Kopp Family Charitable Fund
Peter & Deborah Lamm 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert H. Lamson
Mr. & Mrs. R. LeBlanc
Ellen L. Madison, Ph.D
Michael & Diane McQuade
Warren & Bill Miller
Nicholas C. & Allison M. Moore
Gara LaMarche & Lisa Mueller
Mr. & Mrs. Denis & Britta Nayden
Olympia Tea Room
ParsonsKellogg, LLC
Jim & Dabney Pierce
Peter & Jo Robinson
Judith Rosensweig
Cynthia and Tom Sculco
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony M. Soltis
Mrs. Nancy Vinkels
Thomas R. & Nancy Rees Wall
Marilyn S. & William H. White
Edward Whittemore & Keri Brenner
Mr. & Mrs. Laurence F. Whittemore, III
Greg & Meme Wiber

Gold Leaf $500 - $999
Anonymous
Deborah & David Bell

Tom & Kathye Boll
Diane D. Brink
William & Eileen Bush
Andrew & Julia Buteux
Carly & Matthew Callahan
Peter and Carol Cawley
John & Julie* Coduri
Richard & Mallory Constantine
Carol & Les Crandall
Daniel Cruger
Stephen M. Greene & Betty-Jo Cugini
David & Lorraine Devault
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Dewey
Winnie & J.B. Doherty
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Doherty
Susan M. Dumouchel
Fred & Barbara Engel
Mel Rusnov & Jim Fitzpatrick
Mojie F. Friel & Nicholas J. Stahl
Ginger’s Service Station, Inc.
Ann Gray & James Royle
David & Jane Hannon
John & Janice Hardink
Mr. & Mrs. Richard C. Holliday
Hoyt, Filippetti & Malaghan LLC
Katherine Dillon Jones
Ann Lain
Mr. & Mrs. Laurence
   & Leslie Lambrecht
Loomis, Sayles & Company
McCormack Family Foundation
Katie & Brian McCormick
Mr. & Mrs. M. Scott
   & Jennifer R. Mellen
George C. & Catherine D. Moore
Sharon L. Morgan
Susan F. Morris

Westerly Library & Wilcox Park is 
honored to have the support of 

so many generous corporations, 
local organizations, grantors and 
individuals for various events and 

projects throughout the year.

Thank you to all of our 
Annual Fund Donors. 
Your gift is a spark of 

opportunity for a greater 
tomorrow. We are honored 

and grateful to be a non-
profit you believe in.
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The Nist Family
Carl & Kay Nowiszewski
O’Connell Family Fund
Deirdre O’Connor
Victor & Mary Jo Orsinger
Gigi Porcelli
Paulette A. Retsinas
Howard & Gayle Rothman
Bob & Pat Rutter
Michael T. Ryan & Gayle Restivo
Mr. & Mrs. Grant G. Simmons, III
Terry & Alison Tarallo
The Richard J. &
   Barbara L. Richmond Fund
Richard H. Gregory, III
   & Louise H. Thorson
Mr. & Mrs. John Townsend
Joseph J. Vuono
Warburg Pincus Foundation
Westerly Community Credit Union
Michael & Ann Marie Wheeler

Evergreen $100 - $499
Anonymous
Mrs. Ada Forgan Addington
Richard & Dale Ahearn
Jean D. Aiello
Maggie & John Alden
Susan Allyn
Michael & Eliza Anderson
Mrs. Elizabeth Anderson
Mr. & Mrs. Richard C. Anthony
Steven & Meredith Artigas
Mary & John Auth
Sandra Avery
Victoria Avery
Representative Samuel A. Azzinaro
   & Mrs. Carol Azzinaro
Samuel & Jane  Back
Amanda G. Back
Caroline Badowski & Scott Christy
Julie Barber
Maisie Barlow
John J. Barney
Mr. & Mrs. Jonathan S. Bean
Carol Anne Bennett
Canonicus Bennett
Drs. Cilla & Hillary Bercovici
The David A. Bernard Family
Maria & Marc Bernier
Jeff & Jessie Bewlay
Mr. Karl H. Boehm
Mr. & Mrs. Dickson G. Boenning

Mary E. Bowler
Louisa T. Bradford
Julia Bradford & Charles Warner
David Brannick
Sandra Breck & Cameron Kelley
Gil & Pat Bricault
Bristol Myers Squibb Foundation
Broadview Florist & Garden Center
Susan V. Brockmann
Paula Brouillette
Jim & Dee Dee Buffum
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Burke
Joanna Burkhardt
 & F. Michael Wakefield
Hillary Addington & Michael Cahill
Erin Call & James Frink
Mr. & Mrs. Robert P. Callaghan
Susan S. Capalbo
Kristin & Joseph Capalbo
Captains Watch
Keith Carlson
Charlestown Fence Co.
Charter Oak Credit Union
Chelsea Groton Foundation
Mr. Daniel Loo & Ms. Mee Chen
Ms. Lauren K. Chiaradio
Kristofer Christakos
Dr. & Mrs. Jeffrey  L. Christian
Chubb Charitable Foundation
Kelley Clairmont
Tania Clark
Coastal Eye Associates
Evelyn & Stephen Cofone
Maura & Joseph Collins
James B. & Patricia L. S. Collins
Dorothy M. Sculco Connolly
Sara & Dan Connor
John & Beverly Conti
Mary P. Conway
Jeannette & Kenneth Cooper
John & Betsy Crosby
Kim Cullinane Burns
David* & Geraldine Cunningham
Thomas & Anne D’Amico
Paul F. Dantuono
Robert Darst & Jane Dawson
Ms. Frederica Miller Davis
Leo & Eileen DeBartolo
Pamela DeFanti Robinson
Bob & Paula Delaney
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Delisio
Rosie Demetriou
Mary DePasquale

Jacquelyn Desmond
Eric Dessaules
Robin Block Devin
Daniel Diffin, M.D.
   & Mrs. Victoria Diffin
Mrs. Ellen E. Dodge 
Christopher Donohue
   & Thomas Omlor
Julie Donovan & Joseph Long
Marjorie Duerr
Dunn’s Corners Community
   Church, Presbyterian
Dunns Corners Market
Holly & Stephen Eaves
Mr. & Mrs. Frederick C. Eckel, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Donald C. Ellis
Stephen Elman & Joanne D’Alcomo
Dr. & Mrs. Erik G. Enquist
Ellison & Jeanie Evans
Maureen Fahy
Lynn Faria & Christelle Aubé
Shannon Farrell
Hap & Geren Fauth
Carol & Ed Fazio
Donald J. Fiore
Daniel & Nickolas Fitzgerald
Dr. Patricia J. Fontes
Mary Lou & Dennis Fritz
Patty & Ray Frosti
Mr. & Mrs. Gary E. Fuller
Furey Roofing &
   Construction Co., Inc.
Gina Fusaro
Jennifer & Jay Fusco
The Gabinelle Family
Robin L. Gallagher
John & Tammy Gathen
Mr. & Mrs. John J. Gentile, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs.  Robert Gervasini
Christine Gibson
Mary Jo & Nelson Girard
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Godbout
Diane Goldsmith & Linda Doran
Katie Goode & Laura Hower
Mr. & Mrs. Hoyt Goodrich
Anne M. Goodrich
The Graebner Family
John & Karen Graham
William & Susan Gridley
Daniel & Robin Halpren-Ruder
Kristin Thavenet Hamm
   & John Hamm
Ms. Debra Hanley

Christopher Hanlon
Anna Haritos
Scott & Deborah Harold
Karie A. Hayes
Mr. & Mrs. Michael J. Hayes
Mrs. Janet Heide
Mrs. James Heller
Ms. Hilary Heminway
Margaret “Peggy” Herbert
Mr. & Mrs. Edwin S. Hetherington
Jeffrey & Nancy Hoffman
Jane A. Holdredge
Mr. & Mrs. William Holland, Jr.
Maria M. Holland
Brigitte & Justin Hopkins
Martha McQ. Hosp
Chris & Nancy Houlihan
Alice Howell
Rita Ingersoll
Stacey Jackson & Alex Nunes
Mr. & Mrs. Douglas R. Jamieson
Jewish Collaborative Services
Mrs. Karen R. Jolly
Nancy & Joe Jordon
Alex Karpinski
The Kaufman Family
Elizabeth H. Keener
Kelley’s Deli
Dr. Sarah Kelly & Mr. Ken Sigel
Mary Carol & Tom Kendzia
John & Heather Kiss
Jim & Fran Knapp
Janet & Stephen Knight
Catherine G. Knight
John Korte & Kristine Hardeman
Katherine Bell Krystinik
Priscilla Lambert
Eleanor Deredita
   & William Lancellotta
Angel & Ken LaVine
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher K. Lawlor
Laura & Michael Lazarus
Dr. & Mrs. Allen W. Leadbetter
Richard & Antoinette Ledzian
Suzanne & Patrick Lemp
Dr. & Mrs. Walter J. Lentz
Rebecca Leong & Mark Drews
Marilyn McShane Levine
The Honorable Peter L. Lewiss
Bob Liguori & Mary Cacioppo
Amanda Lindberg
Maureen Logan
Thomas E. Long & Barbara T. Long

Rev. Dr. & Mrs. Cal Lord
Linda & George Luzzi
Stephen & Marianne Lynner
Susie Mackay
Gail E. Mallard
Rory Contin & John Malmros
Jeff & Suzi Marger
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Marsiglio
Steve & Marianne McAllister
Mr. & Mrs. Denis McAuliffe
Elaine K. McCleary
Peter McCormick
Mr. &  Mrs. Edward T. McPhee, Jr.
Courtney McQuade & Neal Anderson
Katherine Mears & Thomas Medeiros
Mrs. & Mr. Meister
Kathleen Marie Meyer, M.D.
Mrs. Mary G. Mitchell
Lido & Helen Mochetti
Susan C. Moffett
Dorothea B. Moore
Alexandra Moore & Carter Holliday
Mr. & Mrs. James J. Moran, III
Stephen & Ruth Morgan
Lynanne Morganstern
The Morton Family
Jaclyn Moxham
Robert C. Murray & Sharon Bush
Noel Muyskens
   & Armanda Famiglietti
George & Deborah Myers
Jean Nardone
Marilyn Nardone
Dr. Cynthia Nazzaro
Ian & Kim Newbury
Judy Nichipor
Paula Gingerella Niedermann
Dottie & Tom Nigrelli
Rebecca Nolan & Kevin Scanlon
David & Linda Nolf
Victor Normand
Gunilla Norris
Helena & Richard E. Nulick, III
Jennifer & Chad Obrey
Michael & Julie O’Brien
Justus O’Brien & Claire Werner
Ms. Jane B. O’Connell
Cynthia Oksanen & Theodore Liston
Joe & Lynne Paino
Divyesh Paladugu
Gary R. Palmer
Cynthia R. Palmer
David & Elizabeth Panciera

Andrew & Carol Parsons
Jay Patel
Joseph & Joan Patton
Mr. & Mrs. John R. Payne, Jr.
Mrs. Helen M. Pendleton
Ann & Hollis Petersen
Mr. & Mrs. Robert A. Petro
Pfizer Foundation Matching Gifts
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Piascik
Patrick & Mary Piccolo
Mr. & Mrs. Samuel & Rachel Pierson
Mr. Joel Plessala
Stephen & Susan Policastro
Mr. & Mrs. Fred W. Prelle, Jr.
Premier Physical Therapy LLC
Professional Planning Group
Marge Puhlick
Julie & Dave Purrington
Michael and Jennifer Rachlin
Lorraine & Doug Randall
David Rathbun
Jim & Lisa Rattray
Robert & Polly Ray
Red Stone, Inc.
Capt. Dorothy J. Reed, USN (Ret)
Mac & Tracy Regan
Susan & Gene Renz
Mr. & Mrs. Theodore L. Rice
Luanne Rice
Patricia Richins
Leslie Robinson
Mrs. Margaret C. Rocketto
Drs. Nina & Edward Rossomando
Deborah and Chuck Royce
Rob Russell & Jill Blanchette
Kimberlie Rayner-Russell
Amanda Russell
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey & Marilyn Russo
Linda Rutan
Mr. & Mrs. Hugh M. Ryan
Charles Santa Maria
Mrs. Marylou Thorpe Savoy
Frederick Schiff & Joan Rosenthal
Stephen & Marilyn Schultz
Nick & Jill Scola
Darryl Sentell
Bob & Judy Serra
Susan O. Shea
Mr. & Mrs. Deming Sherman
Joan Sienkiewicz
Anne & Michael Simeone
Diane & Tom Smith
Elizabeth M. Smith
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William & Christine Smith
Starr & Philip Snead
Mr. & Mrs. Colby Snyder
John & Nancy Socha
Solace Nutrition, LLC
Charles & Georgia Soloveitzik
Ken & Rose Sorensen
Lois Soucy
Geraldine S. Spillane
Joyce Y. Stahl
Ron Stecker
Elaine Bookataub Steidle
Susan & Kenneth Stevens
Ann & Jay Stevenson
Mr. & Mrs. James Stifel
Mary Stivala & Edward A. Blauvelt
Monica Sutcliffe
Elissa Sweet
Frank Thacker
Ms. Geraldine L. Theadore
David Tieu
Christina Tilt
Gerry & Laura Tobin
Ray & Jeannie Tomao
Walter & Leslie Tomenson
Bette Toscano
Lou & Judy Toscano
Maura Travers
Leslie Tryon & J. Riley Fowler
Janice B. Tunney
Ruth Tureckova & David Culton
Scott Turner & Mary Worboys-Turner
Claudia Uccellani
Dennis & Susan Urra
Mrs. Deborah Vaillancourt
Joanna & Albert Valentini
Lois Vars
Gerard and Deb Ventresca
Jeffrey & April Vuono
Patricia M. Walbam
Thomas & Susan Waterman
Steve Weiss
Heidi Steinmetz & Jay Weissman
Mr. & Mrs. John R. Werner
Mrs. Howard E. Weston
Jill & Christopher Wight
Patricia & Thomas Wildman
Robert W. Wilkins
Jeanne & John Wilks
Ms. Denise E. Williams
Mr. & Mrs. John E. Willis
Margot Willis-Doyle
Glenna C. Wilson

Peter & Ouidad Wise
Richard Wolak & Toby Coit
Ann S. Woolsey
Judi Worrall
Nancy & David Woyak
Joan Yokow
Sylvia Blanda & Walter Young

Perennial $1 - $99
Anonymous
Audrey Adam
Joann & John Adriano
Mr. F. Gregory Ahern & Mrs. Robin 
Springborn
Mrs. Katherine Aiello
Richard & Karen Aiken
V. M. Algiere
Richard* & Beverly A. Allen
Morgan Alley
Mr. & Mrs. Richard S. Anastasia
Paul Antunes
Robert & Cynthia Arsenault
Dr. & Mrs. Peter V. August
Stephen & Sarah Baker
Debbie Banahan
Catherine M. Barber
Peter Barlow
Vivian Barnett
Mr. & Mrs. Donald D. Barrea
Lisa Bedard
Mr. & Mrs. Ron Bedard
Patricia M. Berardo
Keara H. Bergey
Stephanie Blanchette
Ron & Deborah Bloom
Helen L. Bommer
Michael E. Brankert, Sr.
Leslie Breck
William* & Jacqueline F. Brennan
Linda Brenner & Tony Green
Marcia & Howard Brensilver
Carol W. Breslin
Susan & Joseph Brocato
The Brown Family
Gene & Joann Brustolon
Philip & Jennifer Bryan
Mary Ellen Buckley & Philip Garlo
Matthew Bussell
Paul Butler
Angela M. Camp
Maria Canale
David Capaldi
Mr. & Mrs. David G. Capizzano

Marco Carega
Jennifer & Robert Chaffiotte
Judith M. Cherenzia
Gary & Andrea Chesky
Amy S. Christian
David & Evie Church
Marie Clark
Christine Clifford
Steven & Elizabeth Coffey
Maggie Collins & Mason Soja
John & Susan Conroy
Mary Cooper
Joe & Rachel Corcoran
Margaret Corini
Jeanette Correa
Elizabeth Cugini
John & Virginia Currie
Dennis Danaher & Catherine Waters
Paul D’Andrea
Lisa & Jay DeFanti
Jill and Dale DeGroff
Charles J. Delmonte
Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Dimmock
Tara F. DiMuccio
Joseph Donohue &. Deborah 
Burlingame
Leticia Dorsa
Don & Donna Doucette
Mr. Todd K. Dumas
Leslie Dunn
Nancy Dunne &
   Christopher A. Saponara
Michele & John Edelsberg
Peter & Patti Emanuel
David & Marcia Erskine
John Fain
Andrew & Wendy Faiss
Barbara Fallon
Mr. John B. Farley
Ann Marie C. Faubert
Irma Federico
Philip J. Fitzpatrick
Mrs. Joan Foberg 
Mrs. Tia Forbes
The Fratoni-Jaskiewicz Family
Joshua S. Freeman
Michael & Debrah Galli
Toscano’s Mens Shop
Joan & Thomas Gilbert
Mara Gillen Beckwith
Mr. Joshua W. Gillenwater
Patrick Gilson
Geoffrey Gordon

Mr. George Grande
Karen M. Greber
Charles & Judy Greene
Walter & Patricia Grimes
Sandra & John Gulino
Doryanne Hamel
Susan Hardin
S. Hathaway
Sandy Hayes
Erin Hayes
Joanne M. Haytaian
Diane and Jack Healy
Charlotte Hebert
Judith Hellert
Eileen P. Higgins
Mr. Wilson Hom
Alice W. Houston
Mary  E. Hughes
Elaine Hunt-Friedman
Scot Huntington
Karen & George Jenssen
Adam & Cynthia Jilling
Lizanne Johnson
Elizabeth Kavanagh
Juergen Keil
Eileen Kenny
Mr. & Mrs. George* Kent
Ms. Jennifer Kent
Sallie Lathrop Klemm
David & Barbara Knowlton
Mark Kuhn
Mr. Frank Kunc, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Chester C. Lamphere, Jr.
Meagan Lamphere
Mary F. LaPere
Mr. Joseph L. LaPere
Lois Ann Larkin
Elaine S. Laurenzo
Anne Lawrence
Carlyne Leete
Mrs. Nancy R. Lewis
John & Almedia Livingston
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen E. Lombardi
Edward* & Shirley Lunaas
Carol Lundgren
Diane & Mark Maleno
Mrs. Rona Mann
Mr. Paul Martin
Dr. Rachel McCormick
   & Dr. Chris Hutchins
Elizabeth J. McCormick
Debra C. McDougall
Mr. & Mrs. John D. McGregor, Jr.

Mary Lynn & Michael McRee
Rick & Carolyn Meisner
John & Kathleen Monroe
Patricia L. Monroe
Hugh & Emily Morgan
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph C. Morosini, Jr.
Mark Murphy & Regina Alexander
Tina Murphy
Anne H. Nalwalk
Linda Neiberg & Alfred Lippincott
Linda & Peter Nero
Philip T. Newbury
Janet Nicholas
Henry Nodarse
Jennifer Norcross
Barbara & John Oberle
Paul & Sharon Olean
Ashley Gingerella O’Shea
Sara A. Panciera*
Donna Parker
Penny Parsekian & Geoff Kaufman
Mary Pellegrino
Dolly Peress
Linda Philips
Denise & Chris Pierson
David Pietraszka
Kathy Pitcher
Daniel Potter & Marya Ursin
Nancy Ellingwood &
   Thomas Powers, Jr.
Carolyn Prairie
Evan Preisser
Luddy Quintero
Mary G. Raftery
Linda Ranney
The Realini Family
Kaitlin Rengigas
Ms. Loren M. Renz
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Ridder, III
Bob & Sue Rieger
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas R. Rippstein
Elaine Roman
Carl & Susan Rosen
Mr. & Mrs. George H. Routhier
Theresa Ruggiero
John & Sherry Ryan
Barbara & Antonio Saez
Christine Schell
Glenn & Pamela Scheller
William & Sue Seeley 
Michael & Joan Serra
Michael & Caitlin Serra
Sharon E. Shalloo

Dr. Gail A. Shea
Jack Shippee & Patty
   Crandall Shippee
Janice & David Sieser
June G. Silvestri
Bobbye Singer
Jim & Karen Skelton
Joanne M. Sloneker
Stan & Jeanne Smith
Paulla & Neil Solar
Tammy Souza
Laura Spizziri
Maria Sposato
Debra & Mark Sposato
Louis P. Sposato
Mr. & Mrs. James Stewart
Colleen Sullivan & Jack Cannon
Gail Swantko Lamont
David Talan
S.W. Terranova
Bill & Sandra Thornton
The Troupe Family
Mr. & Mrs. Robert L. & Nancy M. Turco
John & Margaret Tyler
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Van Vranken
Janice L. Verno
Mr. & Mrs. Frederick F. Wagner
Elizabeth D. Walker
Nancy R. West
Karen West-Federico
Mr. & Mrs. Philip Wiggenhauser
Troy & Julie Williams
Raymond & Eleanor Willis
Wiquapaug Eastern Pequot
   Indian Tribe
Janis Wisniewski
Lyn Wood
Ernest & Barbara Wright
Steven & Mary Jane Yolen
Deb & Ken Zima

*Deceased

“I like coming here to calm 
down. It’s relaxing here. 

Crafternoon is what I need 
after a stressful day at 

camp where I am a CIT. It’s 
calming.”
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Anonymous
Mr. Richard A. Bavasso & Mrs. Susan Alfiero-Bavasso
Mr. & Mrs. David D. & Deborah L. Bell
Mr. & Mrs. Marc & Maria Bernier
Mr. & Mrs. David A. & Louise Ann* Brown
Mr. & Mrs. William S. & Diane Brown
Sydney* & Robert* Buffum
Mr. & Mrs. Richard & Kathleen Daniele
Dr. & Mrs. A. John* & Judith Elliot
Robin L. Gallagher
Ruth & Ramon* Garcia
Stephen M. Greene & Betty-Jo Cugini
David & Jane Hannon
Mr. & Mrs. Larry J. & Kay P. Hirsch
The Jacqueline K. Hutcheon* Trust
Mr. & Mrs. Fouad & Eugenié* Janat
Joseph J. Kirby* & Katherine W. Hoxsie
Kurt & Mary* (Peduzzi) Lenzen, WHS Class of 1971 & 1973
Mr. Joseph P. Leone, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. William & Susan Lepak
The Honorable Peter L. Lewiss
Ellen L. Madison, Ph.D.

Mr. & Mrs. Robert & Mary Jane* Marvel
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen & Ruth Morgan
Mr. & Mrs. Victor J. & Mary Jo Orsinger
Mr. Gary R. Palmer
Mr. David M. Rathbun
The Realini Family
Mr. John R. Rudert, Jr.
Michael T. Ryan & Gayle Restivo
Mr. & Mrs. David A. & Valerie Sayles
Dr. & Mrs. Thomas P. & Cynthia D. Sculco
Mr. & Mrs. John* & Sylvia Severance
Ms. Cynthia Spano
Ms. Kathryn T. Taylor
Mr. & Mrs. Louis* & Evelyn Thavenet
Matthew  H. Thomsen & Adrienne N. Hall
Ms. Janice Berchielli Tunney
Jaclyn A. Udaloff
Beverly Vilardofsky
Mr. & Mrs. Gregory Wiber
 
*Deceased
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Incorporators

Ellen L. Bell | July 2024

Ellen was a Trustee of the Library and Park and during her time she was in charge of the Annual Fund 
and an active campaigner for the Centennial Addition Capital Campaign. She was always an active 
volunteer in the community. She helped establish the Meals on Wheels program for Westerly, and was 
a volunteer tax preparer for many years. She was an Incorporator for several decades and a member 
of the Friends of Westerly Library & Wilcox Park.  

Marion S. Palm | July 2024

Marion had a deep appreciation for libraries. She had worked as a librarian at Leicester College in 
Massachusetts. She served as an Incorporator and a volunteer over the years and was a member of 
the Wilcox Society as well as the Friends. 

Candace “Candy” Sanford | January 2025

Candy was an educator and champion for literacy. After graduating from Columbia Teachers College, 
she held various teaching positions, tutored children with dyslexia, and taught Sunday school. She 
even published her own children’s book, Captain Nathaniel Brown Palmer: a Maritime Pioneer. Candy 
served as an Incorporator and supported the library and park philanthropically. 

Volunteers

Susan E. Hayes | January 2025

Susan immersed herself in volunteer efforts in Westerly, sharing her time and talents with the 
Babcock Smith House, Christ Church, State Street Elementary School, and Westerly Library & Wilcox 
Park. She was an avid reader and volunteered at the annual Friends book sales.   

Nancy Sutton | August 2024

Nancy was an avid reader, and she loved her book clubs and the close friends she made through 
the love of reading. Nancy enjoyed countless hours participating in aqua aerobics classes at the 
Cornerstone pool, volunteering at the West Hartford Food Pantry, and in the Circulation Department 
here at the library.

The Wilcox Society honors our generous donors who have made a gift 
to the endowment fund, or for those who have included the Association 
in their wills. These gifts leave a lasting legacy and provide meaningful 
opportunity for donors to make a transformational gift after they have 

left us.

We would like to take a moment to remember formor 
Incorporators, Trustees, volunteers and Friends who have 

passed away this fiscal year.

The individuals listed above passed away between July 1, 2024 and June 30, 2025. Every effort was made to ensure a 
complete list, but please notify us of any corrections or omissions.



2024
2025


	Button 1: 
	Page 2: 
	Page 3: 
	Page 4: 
	Page 6: 
	Page 7: 
	Page 8: 
	Page 9: 
	Page 10: 
	Page 11: 
	Page 18: 

	Button 8: 
	Page 2: 
	Page 3: 
	Page 4: 
	Page 6: 
	Page 7: 
	Page 8: 
	Page 9: 
	Page 10: 
	Page 11: 
	Page 18: 

	Button 7: 
	Page 3: 
	Page 4: 
	Page 6: 
	Page 7: 
	Page 9: 
	Page 10: 
	Page 11: 
	Page 12: 
	Page 18: 

	Button 2: 
	Page 3: 
	Page 4: 
	Page 6: 
	Page 7: 
	Page 9: 
	Page 10: 
	Page 11: 
	Page 12: 
	Page 18: 

	Button 4: 
	Page 5: 
	Page 12: 
	Page 13: 
	Page 14: 
	Page 15: 
	Page 16: 
	Page 17: 

	Button 3: 
	Page 5: 
	Page 8: 
	Page 13: 
	Page 14: 
	Page 15: 
	Page 16: 
	Page 17: 

	Button 5: 
	Page 5: 
	Page 12: 
	Page 13: 
	Page 14: 
	Page 15: 
	Page 16: 
	Page 17: 

	Button 6: 
	Page 5: 
	Page 8: 
	Page 13: 
	Page 14: 
	Page 15: 
	Page 16: 
	Page 17: 



