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Annual Meeting Minutes 2025

The Annual Meeting of the Memorial and Library Association was held on Wednesday, September 17, 2025,
at 5:30 pm in the Auditorium, pursuant to written notice duly given.

Incorporators present: David Bell, Deborah Bell, Maria Bernier, Thomas Boll, Richard Constantine, Fritz
Eckel, Mojie Friel, Mary Goodman, David Hannon, Robert Holland, Christine Julian, Kenneth Julian, Gail
Kahover, Mary Carol Kendzia, Tom Kendzia, Ann Lain, Ellen Madison, James Moran, Jennifer Obrey, Pete
Ogle, Susan Ogle, Anthony Perrone, David Rathbun, Peter Robinson, Tom Sanford, Dorie Singer, Lauren
Sposato, Margaret Stamatis, Colleen Sullivan, Elissa Sweet, Geraldine Theadore, Louis Toscano, and Rose
Weston.

Staff present: Executive Director Brigitte Hopkins, Assistant Director Bill Lancellotta, Park Superintendent
Alan Peck, Director of Development Stacey Jackson, Director of Marketing Amanda Wagner, Head of Adult
Services Caroline Badowski, Head of Youth Services Melanie Fricchione, Business Office Manager Sara Ross
Clark, Groundskeeper Trevor Tetlow, Groundskeeper Lee Sadosky, Data Entry Specialist Anna Gorman, and
Program & Outreach Coordinator Hannah Williams.

President Mary Carol Kendzia presided. She welcomed those in attendance and called the meeting to order
at 5:33 pm, noting the presence of a quorum.

Approval of Minutes from September 18,2024, Annual Meeting

President Kendzia asked for a motion to approve the minutes and reports of the September 18, 2024, Annual
Meeting. Maria Bernier made a motion to approve and was seconded by Jennifer Obrey. The motion passed
unanimously.

Call for Suggested Amendments to the Agenda

President Kendzia inquired if there were any suggested amendments to the agenda. There were none.

President’s Report

Board President Mary Carol Kendzia shared that when she was asked to serve as President of the Board of
Trustees, she immediately thought of her father, who had served as president of the Clifton Public Library
in New Jersey. His service brought him great satisfaction and instilled in her a strong appreciation for

community involvement, making her own service to Westerly Library & Wilcox Park especially meaningful.

Kendzia noted that everyone present is a stakeholder in the library and park and encouraged greater
involvement with the Association. She highlighted the opportunity for attendees to meet committee chairs,
learn about the work of each committee, and explore ways to contribute through committee service,
volunteer opportunities, or by promoting the library’s programs and resources.

Reflecting on a Board retreat held in the spring, Kendzia said trustees initially focused on potential
challenges facing libraries and concerns about how changing policies might affect services and
programming. However, the discussion quickly shifted to the Association’s many strengths, including

an outstanding staff, strong leadership, stable funding, and numerous opportunities to engage with

the community. She described the retreat as an eye-opening experience that reinforced how fortunate

the Association is and how important it is to continue building on its successes. Kendzia concluded by
encouraging continued investment of time, talent, and financial support to ensure that both the Association
and the community continue to grow and prosper.

Treasurer’s (Finance & Investment) Report

Finance Committee Chair and Acting Investment Committee Chair Pete Robinson recognized the members
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of the Finance Committee: Rick Constantine, Dave Bailey, Doryanne Hamel, Rob Holland, Ken Julian, Gara
LaMarche, and Colleen Sullivan, as well as consulting CPA Deana Filippelli and Business Office Manager Sara
Clark. He then recognized Investment Committee members: Rick Constantine, Rob Holland, Ken Julian, and
Bill Meyer, as well as Garrett Babij the outgoing investment chair, who he said did a fantastic job. Robinson
gave an overview of the Association’s finances, explaining that about half our operating expenses are funded
by and drawn from the endowment. He reported that the endowment has done very well and answered
questions from the Incorporators. The group discussed capital expenses and how to get the most out of the
Association’s investments.

Audit Committee Report

Chair Colleen Sullivan discussed the activities of the Audit Committee which meets annually with the
accountants to review the Association’s finances. When satisfied, they recommend acceptance of the annual
audit, as well as the Financial Statements, to the Board of Trustees. She thanked the committee members
and CPA Deana Filippelli for sharing their unique perspectives, time, and expertise. Sullivan announced that
the audit committee received a clean audit opinion for the fiscal year ending June 30", 2025.

Building Committee Report

Chair Tom Boll discussed the goals and activities of the Building Committee which meets monthly. With a
130-year-old building there is a lot to do, from current projects to long-term challenges. Issues range from
major projects like carpet replacement and boiler replacement, to ongoing upgrades, elevator maintenance,
and exterior masonry work. The Artist-in-Residence Cottage restoration was overseen by the Building
Committee. Boll thanked the committee members for their time and expertise and asked anyone interested
in joining the committee to let him know.

Development Committee Report

Chair Jennifer Obrey discussed the Development Committee’s activities. They work closely with Director

of Development Stacey Jackson to raise funds that support operating expenses, building needs, and
community engagement. A key focus is increasing awareness that the organization supports both the library
and the park.

The committee is supported by a dedicated team, including Debbie Bell, Bill Miller, Deb Harold, Ken Julian,
Rose Weston, Mary Carol Kendzia, Bill Lancellotta, and Brigitte Hopkins, whose efforts help advance
fundraising and outreach initiatives.

In addition to the annual appeal, the committee organizes fundraising events throughout the year. Recent
efforts have focused on hosting more events at the library to encourage community members to visit

this unbelievable building and everything that it has to offer. These events have attracted both longtime
supporters and first-time visitors. The next major fundraising event is planned for January and will feature a
murder mystery theme. The event is designed to engage the community, showcase the library’s spaces, and
provide a unique and enjoyable experience for attendees. Obrey thanked everyone for their generosity over
the years, as well as for their continued support.

Education Committee Report

Chair Lou Toscano said that the Education Committee was charged with supporting the Association through
special programming. He said they do a lot with children’s programming and that it is remarkable how many
children come through this building, each and every day. He thanked committee members Mary Goodman,
Tim Flanagan, Deb Harold, and Robin Geise, as well as Youth Services staff Mel Fricchione, Ben Green, Lynn
Dougan, and Julianna Risica DiPanni.
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Ocean Community Collaborative Report

Co-Chair Mojie Friel thanked Co-Chair Mary Goodman for her mentorship. She described the Ocean
Community Collaborative as a group of local non-profits who get together to talk about common topics. She
invited anyone present who works with a non-profit to attend future meetings. She thanked Hopkins and
Lancellotta and said the group meets at 9:30 am in the Terrace Room on the second Friday of the month.

Park Committee Report

President Kendzia announced that Park Committee Chair Bob Gervasini could not attend the meeting. She
encouraged everyone to read the Park Committee report on page 13 of the Annual Report. She thanked
members Bob Gervasini, Sandi Carmichael, Mary Jo Girard, Buzz Callahan, David Hannon, Heather
McGregor, Lisa Mueller, David Osborne, Fred Peretta, David Rathbun, and Don Weiss, as well as Park
Superintendent Alan Peck.

Technology Outreach Committee Report

Chair Maria Bernier reported that the committee mainstays were Theresa Gregal from the Literacy
Volunteers and Sarah Hazelton from the WARM Center. They also receive support from library staff

Kristen MacLeod, Penny Barrington, and Maria Burgess. Going forward, Mary Carol Kendzia will be the
new committee chair, and the group is expanding to include a dozen different representatives from local
nonprofits and community partners. The role of this committee is to get information from our community
partners about their constituents, patients, members, and clients, about what they might need in terms of
technology in their lives. We then communicate information out from the library to those partners about
what the library offers already that could help them.

Executive Director’s Report

Executive Director Brigitte Hopkins announced that this past fiscal year marked her 12" year with the
Association and she is honored every day to be a part of this amazing place we call Westerly Library & Wilcox
Park. This past year, we welcomed thousands of people through our doors and along our walkways; each
visit is a testament to the enduring power of libraries, parks, public spaces, community, and Westerly Library
& Wilcox Park. Highlights of our accomplishments from this past year can be found in the Executive Director’s
Report on pages 15-21 of the Annual Report.

She extended heartfelt gratitude to our donors, volunteers, patrons, and visitors for using and supporting
the library and park in so many ways. She gave special thanks to the Friends of Westerly Library & Wilcox
Park for granting all of our wishes. Hopkins thanked our dedicated Board of Trustees for their continued
support and leadership, including Mary Carol Kendzia, whom she thanked for her leadership, dedication,
and unwavering commitment to our mission.

Hopkins thanked the library and park staff for all they do to make Westerly Library & Wilcox Park a
welcoming community space for everyone. She recognized and thanked the staff in attendance: Assistant
Director Bill Lancellotta, Business Office Manager Sara Clark, Head of Adult Services Caroline Badowski,
Director of Marketing Amanda Wagner, Program & Outreach Associate Hannah Williams, Director of
Development Stacey Jackson, Data Entry Specialist Anna Jones, Head of Youth Services Mel Fricchione, Park
Superintendent Alan Peck, Groundskeeper Lee Sadosky and Groundskeeper Trevor Tetlow.

Nomination/Governance Committee Report

Chair Debbie Bell discussed the goals of the committee which is, with the Strategic Plan, to research and find
those able to serve as board members and Incorporators. They also focus their time on assisting the board in
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governance matters. She thanked committee members Ann Lain, Mojie Friel, Lou Toscano, Brigitte Hopkins,
and Stacey Jackson.

Nominations

Bell presented the Incorporators with the slate of nominations for new Incorporators, Incorporator renewals,
Board officers and Trustees.

Incorporators for Election to an Additional 4-Year Term:

Leigh Algiere John Lathrop Gene Renz
Cynthia Arsenault Walter Lentz Paulette Retsinas

Susan Capalbo Robert Liguori Cynthia Sculco
Alison Croke Almedia Livingston Lauren Sposato
Jeanne DeMovick Torey Malatia Nicholas Stahl
Ann Driscoll Lido Mochetti Margaret Stamatis
Frederick Eckel Mary Jo Orsinger Louis Toscano
Mojie Friel John Payne, Jr. Rose Weston
Stephen Greene Amy Randall

Tom Sanford made a motion to accept the slate of Incorporators and was seconded by Rob Holland. The
motion passed unanimously.

Incorporators for Election to an Initial 4-Year Term:

Susan Gridley, William Gridley, Bethany Kearsch, Warren Miller, James Moran, Anthony Perrone, Dorie
Singer, Elissa Sweet, and Geri Theadore.

Rob Holland made a motion to accept the slate of Incorporators and was seconded by Fritz Eckle. The
motion passed unanimously.

Trustee for Election to an Initial 3-Year Term:

Ken Julian made a motion to elect Timothy Flanagan for an initial 3-year term. The motion was seconded by
Rick Constantine. The motion passed unanimously. Bell then presented nominations for Trustees’ second
and third terms.

Trustee for Election to Second Term:

Mary Carol Kendzia

Trustee for Election to Third Term:
Mojie Friel Jennifer Obrey Peter Robinson

David Rathbun made a motion to accept the nominees for second and third terms and was seconded by
Ellen Madison. The motion passed unanimously. Bell then presented nominations for Board of Trustees
officers.

Officers:
Maria Bernier - President ~ Mary Jo Girard - Secretary

Tom Boll made a motion to accept the nominees and was seconded by Lou Toscano. The motion passed
unanimously.
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A Bylaw Change - Call for vote

Ann Lain led a discussion of the proposed change to the Association’s Bylaws, which seeks to add the
Investment Committee as a stand-alone committee of the Board, rather than as a sub-committee of Finance.
She explained that, as the Association has grown, the investment responsibilities have become more
sophisticated. It is the opinion of the Board that Investment become its own committee which would include
members that have the appropriate knowledge and expertise.

Ellen Madison made a motion to approve the Bylaws change and was seconded by Rick Constantine. The
motion passed unanimously.

Awards & Recognitions

Kendzia recognized Debbie Bell who is leaving the Board after nine years. She started her service as a
Development Director for the Association from 2000-2003 and supported many of the initial development
and human resource initiatives during that time. Throughout, she has consistently been a donor to the
Annual Fund and support of fundraisers. Debbie became an incorporator in 2016, and that same year was
elected as a trustee. Her involvement has been prolific. She was a member of the 125th Anniversary Steering
Committee in 2017, part of the Strategic Planning Task Force in 2018, and she has been an ongoing member
of the Development Committee. Perhaps most importantly, Debbie has been the chair of the Nominating
and Governance Committee of the Association. Her expert guidance and sage counseling have helped bring
talented and engaged stakeholders to the association as incorporators, trustees, and committee members.
She was a member of the Bylaw Review Committee in 2021, helping with changes that significantly
improved the productivity of Association practices and functions. Kendzia said that Bell was a joy to work
with and praised her integrity, attention to detail, and ongoing dedication to Westerly Library and Wilcox
Park. Bell was presented with a bouquet of flowers from Wilcox Park and a silver bookmark.

Good of the Order

Kendzia recognized Fritz Eckel, who moved a resolution from the floor that “all of the acts and resolves of
the Officers and Board of Trustees of the Association since the Annual Meeting of September 18, 2024, are
hereby approved, ratified and confirmed.” The resolution was seconded by David Rathbun and unanimously
approved.

Announcements

Kendzia thanked everyone for coming and invited them to stay for refreshments and to talk with committee
chairs. Hopkins presented Kendzia with a bouquet of flowers from Wilcox Park in recognition of her service
as President of the Board of Trustees.

Adjournment

At 6:11 pm Rick Constantine made a motion to adjourn and was seconded by Lou Toscano. The motion
passed unanimously. The next Annual Meeting of the Memorial and Library Association will be on September
16, 2026.

Respectfully submitted,
Mary Jo Girard, Secretary
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Pete Robinson, Finance Chair
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Debbie Bell
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Lou Toscano, Trustee
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Ex Officio
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Ex Officio
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David Hannon
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President
Dear friends of Westerly Library & Wilcox Park,

This was a good year for Westerly Library & Wilcox Park. In July, the development and marketing staff edited
a short video showing highlights from the past twelve months. It was chockablock full of smiling, engaged
patrons and visitors of all ages who came to a variety of programs indoors and out. The video overflowed
with the spirit of positivity, creativity, and enjoyment that our library and park staff bring to their work. It
encapsulated how special our Association is.

It was also a good year behind the scenes, as the organization is in a stable financial position with
knowledgeable advisors. The Board members, who each bring decades of expertise in their fields, lead
committees and provide input into the running of the organization, as you’ll see detailed elsewhere in this
Annual Report. They generously contribute hundreds of hours of volunteer time each year.

In a larger context, this was also a good year for libraries in Rhode Island, as they were supported by the
Rhode Island state legislature and governor with the Freedom to Read Act and an ebook licensing bill. These
laws prohibit censorship of library collections and encourage fair pricing and licensing terms for audiobooks
and ebooks. The State of Rhode Island is a proud leader in this kind of legislation.

Sustaining our library and park is truly a community effort, as it takes many people to make this organization
successful: staff, volunteers, donors, supporters, Incorporators, Board members, patrons, and visitors. Thank
you for being part of the magic.

Sincerely,
Maria Bernier
President, Westerly Library and Wilcox Park

2025+ 2026

Treasurer

As we close out FY26, | am pleased to report that we remain in a strong financial position. Despite economic
uncertainty, the markets were up significantly over the year. We plan to replenish our fixed income portfolio
to maintain five years of inflation-adjusted cash flow.

We were also able to establish a new Strategic Capital account with operating surpluses from the previous
two fiscal years. This will allow the organization to spend money on necessary large capital expenses, such
as a new boiler system. The Investment Committee will oversee this account, and the Board will approve the
use of funds on a case-by-case basis.

We will close out FY26 with another surplus, due to higher-than-expected revenue. The Board will decide on
how to allocate this money.

| want to extend my sincere thanks to our patrons, supporters, library staff, consulting accountant, and the
volunteer members of the Board and Finance and Investment Committees. Their kindness, wisdom, and
dedication continue to inspire and sustain our work.

Respectfully submitted,
Peter B. Robinson, Chair
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Audit Committee

The Audit Committee met with the auditors, Hoyt, Filippetti & Malaghan LLC on November 21, 2025, and
reviewed the draft of the Memorial & Library Association of Westerly Financial Statements as of June 30,
2025, and 2024 together with independent auditors’ report. An unmodified (clean) opinion was expressed.
The Committee voted unanimously to accept the report and pass it on to the Board for acceptance. The
Board unanimously approved the report as presented at its December 16, 2025, meeting.

On November 21, 2025, the Committee also reviewed the 990 Tax Return for the period ending June 30, 2025
prior to filing.

The 2025-2026 audit schedule is consistent with prior years and is expected to be completed in November
2026. We anticipate no significant issues to arise.

Respectfully submitted,
Colleen Sullivan, Chair

Building Committee

Our beautiful Library is about 65,000 square feet in size and almost 135 years old. As you can imagine, there
is always something to address regarding the condition of the building.

We meet monthly to discuss issues ranging from roof leaks, doors, painting/staining, possible renovations
and upgrades. Last year, in addition to many small upgrades and repairs, we were able to replace the
carpets on the first and second floors. Next year, we are planning to replace the boilers. Both are significant
projects.

Some of the relatively small issues are addressed by facilities staff. But often the Committee works with
library staff identifying the concern, making recommendations on corrective action and/or design, and
selecting a design firm or contractor as needed.

Respectfully submitted,
Thomas F. Boll, Chair

Development Committee

The Development Committee assists the Director of Development and the Executive Director in raising funds
to meet the Annual Operating Budget along with support to the Association’s management board and staff
with fundraising efforts and event planning.

The 2025-2026 fiscal year was very successful for the Development Committee, driven by the launch of a
new fundraiser and a strong performance in our Annual Fund. We surpassed our $245,000 annual fund goal
by $93,232, bringing our total raised to $338,232. We are deeply grateful for our community’s extraordinary
generosity this year. Thanks to the hard work of our committee and the leadership of Stacey Jackson,
Director of Development, our fundraising events were a resounding success and pivotal to this remarkable
growth.

This year’s fundraising efforts exceeded expectations, raising a total of $41,819 and surpassing our $32,000
goal by $9,819. To help reach our fundraising target, the committee and library staff debuted a brand-
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new signature event: “Murder by the Book.” This immersive, original whodunit challenged guests to solve

a mystery across various library spaces, fostering community connections while raising an incredible
$34,775. In addition to our signature event, several targeted fundraisers contributed to our overall success
throughout the year. Highlights included the Garden Market Fair, Duck Race sales, Dine to Donate events,
Wreathmaking workshop, and ongoing merchandise sales. Alongside these events, we continued to expand
donor education programs focused on strategic giving—including estate planning, IRA contributions, and
stock donations. Thanks to the overwhelming generosity of our sponsors, attendees, board members, and
staff.

The Committee held monthly meetings over this past fiscal year through ZOOM. Much appreciation to the
volunteer Development committee members Deborah Bell, Deborah Harold, Bill Miller, Helena Nulick, Rose
Weston and Maria Bernier, sub-committee volunteers that helped with the details, and sponsors for all the
events, for their work this past year. We truly appreciate the continued support and advice during the year.
Also, a special thank you to Library and Park staff for all their work to make this past year a success.

Respectfully submitted,
Jennifer Obrey, Chair

Education Committee

The Education Committee continues to provide special programming to literally hundreds of attendees in
Kids, Tweens, and Teens departments. Head of Youth Services, Mel Fricchione has taken outreach to levels
never seen before as the entire department has committed to visit local schools and recreation programs
to inform students and teachers about library offerings and to tell students how to obtain their own library
cards. She has dedicated herself to strengthening current programs such as Pride in the Park and Summer
Reading as other programs, such as Kindergarten Gear Up and 1,000 Books before Kindergarten gain
traction.

Teen programming, under the direction of Teen librarian Lynn Dougan, continues to be driven by the
interests of the teens who regularly visit Teen space and attend events. The department has also taken on a
substantial role in the development of the vegetable garden on the hill near the YMCA. They have created a
Garden Club which gathers on Mondays to observe and work in the garden as needed.

Tween librarian Ben Green has added another level to his Tween programming as he is now considered a
Pokémon Professor and the Pokémon Club he has established has become extremely popular.

Julianna Risica, Kids librarian, continues to broaden the scope of kids and family programming as Family
Park Walks have become very popular along with Kids Craft Times and continued Storytimes.

The Education Committee has shown themselves to be committed to support programs for all levels by
offering ideas and suggestions, and especially by volunteering at the many events and activities offered.
Members include Mary Goodman, Laurie Callaghan, Deb Harold, Robin Geise, Robin Springborn, Geri
Theadore, and staff Mel Fricchione, Ben Green, Lynn Dougan, and Julianna Risica.

Respectfully submitted,
Lou Toscano, chair
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Investment Committee

During Fiscal Year 2025, the Nominating Committee determined that the Investment Committee should be
a separate entity. It had previously been a sub-committee of the Finance Committee. The Board of Trustees
approved a change to the Bylaws at its June 17, 2025 meeting, which was then ratified by the Incorporators
at the September 17,2025 Annual Meeting. The two committees remain closely aligned, with the Chairs of
each committee serving on the other. Several committee members serve on both, as well.

In July, the prior Chair of the Investment Sub-Committee, Garrett Babij, stepped down. He was recognized
by the Board of Trustees for his significant contributions. Pete Robinson, the Finance Committee Chair,
stepped in as interim Investment Committee Chair, and Ken Julian assumed the position before the
Committee’s April meeting. The Committee meets quarterly.

In April, the Committee drafted and approved an Investment Policy Statement (IPS) for the new Strategic
Capital Fund. This fund was conceived by the Finance Committee and approved by the Board of Trustees to
segregate monies targeted for planned future capital expenditures. An IPS provides policies, procedures and
guidelines for prudent management and oversight of a Fund’s assets. The Board of Directors approved the
IPS at its May meeting.

Looking forward, the Committee intends to revise the existing Investment Policy Statement for the Memorial
& Library Association’s assets that incorporate the Committee’s new independence and add more specific
guidelines for third-party investment managers.

As the Association’s investment assets have continued to grow, the Committee intends to research the
potential viability of alternative investments to publicly trade securities.

Respectfully submitted,
Kenneth Julian, Chair

20252026
Nominating/Governance Committee

The purpose of the Nominating/Governance Committee is to concern itself with matters pertaining to the
qualification and identification of Incorporators and Trustees. The Committee shall also assist the Board in
matters of Governance.

Strategic Incorporator and Board recruitment is the focus of the Nominating Committee’s work. We continu-
ously monitor and assess the current and anticipated needs of the Library and Park in order to recruit indi-
viduals that meet those needs. As always, we strive to find highly qualified, community-minded individuals.
Additionally, the Committee reviews recommendations for any proposed changes or updates to the bylaws
of the Association and presents its recommendations to the full Board. Any changes approved by the Board
are then presented to the Incorporators for approval at the Annual Meeting.

The following list of nominations was presented to and approved by the Board of Trustees at its July 22,
2026, meeting:

Incorporators for Election to an Additional 4-year Term:

Kristy Allardyce Mary Goodman William Miller
Jennifer Brinton Julie Holland Helen Mochetti
Laurie Callaghan Adam Kaufman Margaret Rocketto
Sandra Carmichael Ann Lain Michael Ryan
Mallory Constantine Catherine Lathrop Colleen Sullivan
Betty Jo Cugini Stephen McAllister Louise Thorson

Harvey DeMovick Il Marianne McAllister

Incorporators for Election to an Initial 4-year Term:

Neil Anthes Jane Hannon Jena Piccolo
Robert (Buzz) Callaghan Shelby Harold Nina Quaratella
Andrea Chiaradio Stu Marvin Ben Tamsky

Trustee for Election to Complete Ann Lain’s Third Term:
lan Newbury

Trustees for Election to Third Term:

Colleen Sullivan

Officers:

Marie Bernier - President*
Gara LaMarche - Vice President
Mary Jo Girard - Secretary”*
Peter Robinson - Treasurer

*Incorporators vote to approve these officer roles at the Annual Meeting.
The VP and Treasurer are voted on by Trustees in the special meeting after the Annual Meeting.

Respectfully submitted,
Ann Lain, Chair
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Ocean Community Collaborative

Ocean Community Collaborative (OCC) thanks Westerly Library & Wilcox Park (WL&WP) for its valued
relationship in continuing to strengthen OCC’s goals. We are appreciative of WL&WP’s role in its varied
support: our meetings, speaking programs, and ideas.

Leaders of local nonprofit organizations convene monthly to share and discuss topics in common. This
past year has seen involvement by new members, adding new perspectives. The networking and resulting
partnerships are added benefits and are advantageous to our community.

It has been a motivating experience to present speaking programs, open to the public, on current topics. Jill
Pfitzenmayer, consultant with Rhode Island Foundation, spoke on “Organizational Succession Planning.”
David Culton of Invisible Consulting LLC presented “Making Sense of Al: A Practical Exploration for Work and
Everyday Life.” OCC also facilitated a working session for members with Christine Pellegri of Rhode Island
Foundation on legacy giving programs. Members who hosted meetings were Westerly Education Center

and Westerly Senior Center, providing insight into their operations. We appreciate these opportunities to
connect beyond our regular business meetings.

Engaged participation has come from representatives of organizations including: Friends of Westerly Library
& Wilcox Park, Literacy Volunteers of Washington County, Ocean Community YMCA, Olean Center, Stand Up
for Animals, Tarzan Brown Memorial Committee, The Chorus of Westerly, The Dante Society, The United
Theatre, The Westerly College Club, Tri-County Community Action Agency, WARM Center, Inc., Weekapaug
Green, Westerly ARC, Westerly Armory, Westerly Education Center, Westerly Land Trust, Westerly Library &
Wilcox Park, Westerly Lions Club, Westerly Senior Center, Westerly Village, Wood River Health, and Young
Global Leadership Foundation among others. The many members act as go-to resources and enhance
knowledge sharing.

Our sincere thanks to Brigitte Hopkins and Bill Lancellotta for their ongoing contributions and dedication to
the OCC.

Respectfully submitted,
Mojie F. Friel, Co-chair
Mary M. Goodman, Co-chair

Park Committee

Wilcox Park experienced another extremely active year of events and activities. Use of the Park by individuals
and groups was and continues to be extensive.

Many notable events were held. The annual Chorus of Westerly Summer Pops Concert, Virtu Arts Festival,
Colonial Theater, Flock Theater, smaller concerts, wedding ceremonies, exercise classes and wreath making
classes, as well as the annual Garden Market Fair and Friends Pop-up book sales.

Many small and large projects were also completed. Most notably, plantings were completed on the hillside
across from the bandstand as well as the installation of blue stone pavers at the base of the new 300’
retaining/seat wall that was constructed last year. Hundreds of native perennial grass plugs were installed

at the top of the slope along with new fencing. A professional landscape designer provided pro bono design
services for a new rain garden to be built in the northeastern end of the park near the YMCA. Implementation
of the design will begin in the fall and is scheduled to be completed in the spring of 2027.

Park staff kept the park walkways, staircases and access ramps open and free of slippery ice throughout
a rather severe winter this year. Even the record-setting “Blizzard of 2026” couldn’t stop the crew from
maintaining clear and safe walkways and access to the library and park.
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Again, this year the Park has been fortunate to secure another very generous donation towards the
purchase of park maintenance equipment, construction of an equipment carport and the renovation and
reconstruction of the esplanade grand stairway into the park at the memorial fountain entrance. Work on
the reconstruction of the grand stairway and esplanade will begin this fall.

Alan Peck and his staff along with many volunteers work tirelessly to complete many projects each year
that serve to ensure the viability of our park and to enhance its beauty and versatility. A group of URI Master
Gardeners, the Friends of Westerly Library & Wilcox Park as well as many community volunteers oversee the
plentiful garden throughout the park. This year over 50 volunteers participated, a truly outstanding effort
that reflects just how much the park is appreciated by patrons and friends.

The park achieved ArbNet accreditation as a Level 2 Arboretum last year. Maintenance of an extensive
database is ongoing. The new tree inventory database has been kept current with new tree additions and
removals as well as park dedications.

The next major challenge for the Park committee is the restoration of the pond. Over the years the pond
has suffered from infestation of green algae and invasive vegetation. Treatments to the pond are ongoing
with nutrient analysis indicating high concentrations of phosphorous. The pond study was completed this
year with the assistance of park staff and GZA, a national geotechnical, water, ecology and environmental
engineering firm. The URI Watershed Watch is also involved with monitoring pond data and providing
helpful advice to the committee. A long-term plan is in development that will facilitate a total restoration of
the pond.

Respectfully submitted,
Robert J. Gervasini, Chair

Technology Outreach Committee

The Technology Outreach committee provides ideas, feedback, advice, and connections to library staff for
technology related services, programs, and initiatives, and helps community organizations and individuals
make connections to the technology resources the library can provide to them.

A major project for the committee this year was the development of a brochure that highlights the
existing resources of the Tech Department and Makerspace. The brochure was designed by the Marketing
Department and distributed as a PDF to committee members at the May 2026 meeting. Members were
encouraged to make copies as needed to share with their clients. A PDF of the Tech Department and
Makerspace brochure is also available for the general public to use and distribute.

A series of three open houses was held in April to familiarize patrons with the Tech Department and the
Makerspace; also in April, Digital Learning Hub was held to introduce patrons to the Tech Department. More
of these types of workshops will be planned for the coming months. Ideas include cybersecurity for seniors,
appropriate use of Al, and effective use of software such as Canva and social media apps.

There were a number of staffing changes in the Technology Department and Makerspace this year. Most
significantly, Meara Foght started as our new Head of Public Services in May 2026, while in June, Skylar
Kuvalanka, a former Public Services Associate at the library, was hired as full-time Technology & Innovation
Coordinator.

As we move forward into the 2026-27 season, the committee will continue to explore opportunities and
needs of the Westerly-Stonington community that are relevant to the Tech Department and Makerspace.

Respectfully submitted,
Mary Carol Kendzia, Chair
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Executive Director

Fiscal Year 2026 was a year of growth, innovation, stewardship, and community impact at Westerly Library
& Wilcox Park. Guided by our Strategic Plan and supported by an exceptional staff, dedicated Board of
Trustees, volunteers, donors, Friends organization, and community partners, we continued to strengthen
our role as one of the region’s most valued civic and cultural institutions.

Throughout the year, the Library and Park served as welcoming destinations where people of all ages
gathered to learn, create, connect, and find inspiration. Our work focused on enhancing services, investing
in our facilities and technology, advancing environmental stewardship, strengthening community
partnerships, supporting staff development, and ensuring the long-term sustainability of the organization.
Among this year’s accomplishments were significant facility improvements, expanded programming and
outreach, new initiatives addressing community needs, major investments in technology and innovation,
and the advancement of important environmental projects within Wilcox Park. We also secured critical
grant funding and expanded opportunities for community engagement, lifelong learning, and cultural
enrichment.

While these achievements are important, the true measure of our success lies in the experiences of the
people we serve. Throughout the year, patrons described Westerly Library & Wilcox Park as a home away
from home, a place of belonging, discovery, and opportunity. Their stories reflect the enduring value of our
mission and the impact we strive to make every day.

The accomplishments highlighted in this report are the result of a shared commitment to serving our
community with excellence. Together, we continue to ensure that Westerly Library & Wilcox Park remains
a trusted resource, treasured gathering place, and vibrant center for learning, culture, and connection for
generations to come.

BY THE 36 STAFF MEMBERS}
NUMBERS 294 DAYS OPEN

60 HOURS AWEEK
2,908 HOURS ANNUALLY
229,546 ANNUAL VISITORS

266,862 COLLECTION USE
168,113 TOTAL TRANSACTIONS

CI TR I’_']_&J MATERIALS LENT: 31,413

12,044 ACTIVE (

MAKERSPACE EQUIPMENT
CARDHOLDERS [ gm| = =1 USED 500 TIMES
museumpasses  |MIMIME] 9 o

——=D
USER #00-TIMES =] = | 4™ 1,339 PROGRAMS e "
EH 41,924 ATTENDEES (il |

E-CONTENT CIRCULATION
HOOPLA/KANOPY/COMICSPLUS/EZONE (LIBBY)

81,804 9 PUBLIC COMPUTERS 29,332 LIBRARY USER

UESTIONS ANSWERED

16,322 COMPUTER USERS 1,797 STUDY Q
39,212 WIRELESS SEssioNs  ROOMUSERS 185 VOLUNTEERS DONATED
= 5,208 TOTAL HOURS=$192,800
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ADVANCING OUR MISSION

FY26 marked the final year of our current Strategic Plan and demonstrated significant progress toward our
long-term goals. Major organizational initiatives included:
+ Completion of significant facility improvements, including new carpeting throughout major public
areas
+ Expansion of technology and makerspace offerings, including patron access to Cricut, laminator, and
3D printing equipment
+ Launch of a Continuous Performance Management system to support staff development and
organizational accountability
+ Ongoing review and modernization of policies, procedures, and operational practices
+ Enhanced collection management and development practices
+ Planning for future capital projects to support both Library and Park infrastructure

During FY26, the organization completed 26 additional strategic plan tactics, reducing the number of tactics
categorized as In Progress and Not Started by nine and seventeen respectively. Over the course of the
Strategic Plan, 67 tactics have been completed, 25 remain in progress, and only 3 have yet to be initiated,
demonstrating substantial advancement toward our strategic goals.

As we conclude this planning cycle, we are preparing to develop a new Strategic Plan that will guide Westerly
Library & Wilcox Park into the future. With a vision extending decades ahead, this work will help ensure that
the organization continues to evolve while preserving the unique legacy that has served our community for
generations.

INVESTING IN OUR PEOPLE

The success of Westerly Library & Wilcox Park begins with our staff. Their expertise, creativity, and
commitment drive the programs and services that make this organization such an important community
resource. This year we invested in our workforce through:

+ Leadership and management training for Department Heads

« Annual performance reflection and evaluation processes

+ Cross-training initiatives across departments

+ Recruitment and onboarding of new staff members

+ Continued collaboration with human resources consultants

+ Development of enhanced training and operational resources

Notable staffing achievements included:
+ Hiring Meara Foght as Head of Public Services
+ Promotion of Skylar Kuvalanka to Technology & Innovation Coordinator
« Expansion of Public Services staff
+ Successful management of several staff transitions while maintaining exceptional service

These investments strengthen our ability to meet evolving community needs while fostering a positive and
supportive workplace culture.

LIBRARY SERVICES, COLLECTIONS, & TECHNOLOGY

The Library continued to evolve in response to changing community expectations while maintaining its
commitment to excellent public service.
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Collection Development
Major accomplishments included:
+ Formation of a Collection Management Team for streamlining collection development and
management, including weeding practices, across departments
+ Expansion of browsing collections
« Enhanced reader advisory displays and shelf talkers
+ Continued growth of the Library of Things collections for adults, teens, and children

Technology & Innovation
Technology services remained a critical component of library operations. Accomplishments included:
+ System-wide Windows 11 and Microsoft Office upgrades
+ Expansion of makerspace resources
« Introduction of patron access to Cricut and laminator equipment
+ Acquisition and planning for stop-motion animation equipment through grant funding
« Continued improvements to digital services, public computing, and technology instruction

One patron, after discovering our digital resources, remarked, “This is going to change my reading life!”
Another celebrated remote access to Consumer Reports, saying, “Now | can relax on my couch and do some
research!”

YOUTH SERVICES: BUILDING FUTURE READERS

Youth Services remains one of the organization’s most significant areas of impact.

Summer Reading Success
Staff conducted:

+ 30 classroom visits

+ Outreach to approximately 600 students

+ Extensive promotion of Summer Reading throughout local schools
Summer Reading concluded with:

+ 224 registered readers

+ More than 80,850 minutes read

Throughout the year, programs such as Storytime, Seaside Storytime, Playdough Playtime, Family Games
Galore, Brick Fest, Pokémon Club, Sensory Programming, and 1,000 Books Before Kindergarten continued to
engage children and families.

One parent shared that her daughter achieved the highest preschool reading score available and credited
both the library and the 1,000 Books Before Kindergarten program with fostering a love of reading.

Teen & Tween Services: Creating Belonging
FY26 was an exceptional year for teen engagement and youth leadership.

Demand for Dungeons & Dragons, gaming programs, social activities, and creative experiences continued to
exceed capacity. Staff and volunteers worked collaboratively to recruit and train additional Dungeon Masters

to help meet demand.

Teen volunteers played an increasingly important role by assisting with library operations, special projects,
Summer Reading preparation, and support for younger patrons.
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Most importantly, the Teen Space continued to foster meaningful connections and a sense of belonging.
Patrons regularly described the space as a “second home,” while parents shared stories about the role the
library played in helping their children build friendships, confidence, and community.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT & PARTNERSHIPS

The Library and Park welcomed thousands of visitors throughout the year and served as gathering places for
learning, celebration, creativity, and civic engagement.

Programming flourished across all age groups, including:

+ Storytimes and literacy programs

+ Technology instruction

+ Educational lectures and workshops

+ Author talks and readings

+ Concerts and cultural events

+ Hoxie Gallery exhibitions

+ The Pop-Up @ Coy

+ Artist-in-Residence programming

« Community celebrations

+ Wellness and outdoor activities
Major community initiatives included:

+ Juneteenth Celebration

+ Pridein the Park

+ Lunar New Year Celebration

+ National Library Week

+ Garden Market Fair

+ School Supply Drive

In recognition of our commitment to inclusion and community-building, Westerly Library & Wilcox Park was
honored with the ARC Community Spirit Award.

Community Partnerships
Our impact is strengthened through collaboration. During FY26 we partnered with organizations including:
+ Westerly Public Schools
+ Stonington Middle School
+ Westerly High School Culinary Arts Program
+ Mystic Seaport Museum
« The Frank Olean Center, Inc.
+ Ocean Community Collaborative
+ URI Master Gardener Program
+ URI Watershed Watch
« Ocean Community YMCA
+ Literacy Volunteers of Washington County
+ League of Women Voters of South County
« Friends of Westerly Library & Wilcox Park
+ The United Theatre
+ United Music School
« WARM Center
+ Project Weber/RENEW

2025+ 2026

« Mystic Museum of Art

« RIWild Plant Society
These partnerships expanded educational opportunities, strengthened community services, and increased
access to resources for residents throughout the region.

INNOVATION & COMMUNITY WELL-BEING

This year we expanded our role as a community resource through innovative initiatives that address
emerging needs. Most notably, we launched the Food Recovery Fridge Program in partnership with the
Westerly High School Culinary Program. Supported by a refrigerator donation from the Class of 1971, the
program provides prepared meals to community members while reducing food waste. Since its launch in
March, the refrigerator has distributed 181 meals.

Additional initiatives include:
« Expansion of the Seed Library
+ Community Closet with the WARM Center
+ School Supply Drives
+ Gardening and sustainability education
+ Growth of the Library of Things

These efforts demonstrate our commitment to supporting the well-being of our community beyond
traditional library services.

WILCOX PARK: STEWARDSHIP & PRESERVATION

Wilcox Park remains a treasured historic landscape and one of the region’s most beloved community
gathering spaces.

Environmental Stewardship
Major projects included:
+ Comprehensive pond assessment and monitoring
+ Partnership with URI Watershed Watch for additional monitoring
+ Development of long-term pond remediation strategies
+ Expansion of native plantings and pollinator gardens

Park Improvements
Accomplishments included:
+ Installation of new entrance signage
+ Pathway maintenance and repairs
+ Tree preservation and removal projects
+ Garden enhancements
+ Improved event-use policies to protect park resources

One of the year’s most memorable moments was the reopening of the pond for skating following favorable
winter conditions, creating a unique community experience enjoyed by visitors of all ages.
FACILITIES, PHILANTHROPY, & FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP

FY26 included significant investments in both Library and Park infrastructure.
Major projects included:
New carpeting throughout the building
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+ Technology and computer upgrades

+ Signage and wayfinding improvements

+ Cottage foundation repairs

+ Acquisition of a new Kubota utility vehicle
« Expansion of makerspace equipment

The Friends of Westerly Library & Wilcox Park contributed nearly $12,000 toward priority projects and
equipment, including:

+ AGlowforge laser engraver

+ 3D Printer Enclosure

+ Two Chompsaws

+ Nintendo Switches for Teens and Tweens

+ Acoustic wall treatments

+ Bulletin board improvements

+ Eventrental enhancements

+ Kids programming tables

Grant funding included:

+ $25,000 Private Foundation Grant for stop-motion animation technology

« $2,000 Cox Charities Northeast Fund Grant

« $1,200 Ocean Community Chamber Foundation Grant

« $1,000 Rhode Island Wild Plant Society Grant
We also benefited from the generosity of numerous donors, sponsors, volunteers, and community
advocates whose support continues to expand opportunities for those we serve.

LOOKING AHEAD

As we enter FY27, we continue to focus on:
+ Developing a new Strategic Plan
+ Advancing facility and infrastructure improvements
+ Expanding makerspace and technology programming
+ Strengthening fundraising and grant development efforts
+ Supporting staff growth and leadership development
+ Continuing environmental stewardship initiatives in Wilcox Park
+ Expanding community partnerships and outreach
+ Maintaining welcoming, inclusive spaces for all

The accomplishments of this year reflect the collective efforts of dedicated staff, volunteers, trustees,
donors, partners, and patrons. Together, we are preserving a cherished community institution while
preparing for an exciting future.

CLOSING REFLECTION
The impact of Westerly Library & Wilcox Park is ultimately measured through the experiences of the people
we serve.

This past year, children logged more than 80,000 minutes of reading. Families built routines around library
programs. Teens found a safe and welcoming place to belong. Volunteers dedicated countless hours of
service. Community members gathered to celebrate culture, literacy, history, nature, and one another.
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Perhaps the most fitting summary came from a patron who simply said: “Westerly Library is the best library
around.”

On behalf of the staff of Westerly Library & Wilcox Park, | extend my heartfelt gratitude to our Board of
Trustees, Friends organization, volunteers, donors, community partners, and patrons. Your support makes
this work possible and ensures that Westerly Library & Wilcox Park continues to be a place where people
learn, connect, create, belong, and thrive.

Respectfully Submitted,
Brigitte Hopkins
Executive Director, Westerly Library & Wilcox Park

“We are so fortunate to have our beautiful library that can any book our heart’s desire-and fabulous
park for walking all year in every season!”

“I love the Tech support. 11 years, made 35 projects.”

“I love how connected the library is to the community, and the growing number of services & programs
offered.”

“I have loved coming here since | got my first library card at age 5! I’m now 68! | love bringing my
grandchildren! Best place to sit and read and gaze out the windows at the beautiful Wilcox Park!”

“Best place for events, books, kid stuff & fun!”
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“The sta'
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Staff

Administration

Brigitte Hopkins, Executive Director

Bill Lancellotta, Assistant Director

Sara Ross Clark, Business Office Manager

Marketing
Amanda Wagner, Director of Marketing

Hannah Williams, Program & Outreach Associate

Development
Stacey Jackson, Director of Development
Anna Jones Gorman, Data Entry Specialist

Public Services

Robin Bell, Public Services Associate

Keara Bergey, Public Services Associate

Pat Cleary, Public Services Associate

Meara Foght, Head of Public Services

Keith Kimberlin, Technology Associate
Skylar Kuvalanka, Public Services Associate
Michaela LaParle, Public Services Associate
Micha Medenciy, Public Services Associate
Brianne Phillips, Public Services Associate

Youth Services

Lynn Dougan, Teen Librarian

Melanie Fricchione, Head of Youth Services
Ben Green, Tween Librarian

Casey Howley-Brigham, Tween/Teen Associate
Karen LaMotte, Youth Services Associate
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Julianna Risica DiPanni, Kids Librarian
Franklin Timmons, Youth Services Associate

Adult Services

Caroline Badowski, Head of Adult Services
Anais Cunningham, Adult Services Associate
Kim Ihne, Collection Management

Claire Morgan, Adult Services Associate
Cassie Skobrak, Adult Services Librarian
Colleen Walsh-Jervis, Collection Management
Nina Wright, Local History Librarian

Facilities
Rob Gizzarelli, Facilities Manager
Teresa Peck, Custodian

Park

Brian McGregor, Groundskeeper
Martin Neiberg, Groundskeeper
Alan Peck, Park Superintendent
Lee Sadosky, Groundskeeper
Trevor Tetlow, Groundskeeper

On-Call

Gina D’Ambrosio
Susan Marelli
Debbie Northup
Stevie Prince
Marilyn Russo

Cynthia D. Adam
Elizabeth Bachert
Jean Back

David R. Bailey

Kimber L. Barnett, Ph.D.

Shirley N. Bartucca
Abigail Beach
Jordan Beach
Deborah L. Bell
Robin Benoit

Maria Bernier

Jenn Boehler
Thomas F. Boll
Laura A. Bray
Shannon Brennan
Margaret M. Bright
Laurie J. Callaghan
Robert P. Callaghan
Carly Callahan
Andrea Carey
Sandra J. Carmichael
Bonnie Castellani
Frances A. Cawley
Jennifer Chaffiotte
Jonathan Chan
Marie Clark
Barbara Clark-Greene
Toby G. Coit

Erin M. Collins

Richard W. Constantine

Mary Cooper
Margaret B. Corini
Ruby Costa

Rick Crossley
Kathleen M. Crowley
Claire Dalidowitz
Richard Dalidowitz
Lisa M. Dallas
Kathleen P. Daniele
Benjamin Delaney
Chantal R. Devine
Eileen Diaz
Cameron Dinwoodie
Ryan DiPanni

Kate Donovan

Denis P. Duclos
Diane M. Duclos
Marjorie H. Duerr
Leslie S. Dunn

Volunteers

Margaret L. Earle
Dana M. Emery
Barbara S. Fallon
Maria Fay
Susan Ferreira
Tim Flanagan
Brenda R. Foberg
Leslie M. Fonsh
Lisa Frankes
Mojie F. Friel
Friends of Westerly Library and
Wilcox Park
Christopher M. Fusaro
Margaret Fusaro
Gregg Gabinelle
Robin S. Geise
Robert J. Gervasini, Sr.
Mary Jo Girard
Katharine S. Goode
Mary M. Goodman
Brett Gorman
Alyssa Green
Theresa A. Gregal
Susan Gridley
William Gridley
John Haiduk
Doryanne Hamel
David C. Hannon
Jane Hannon
Sheryl Hanson
Deborah M. Harold
Scott J. Harold
Karie A. Hayes
Sarah Hazleton
Lisa A. Hoffman
Robert J. Holland
Sage Hosford
Will Houlihan
Elaine Hovey
Melissa M. Hughes
Nancy B. Hughes
Ollie Huth
Kenneth J. Julian
Christine S. Julian
Gail D. Kahover
Beth M. Kalunian
Mary Carol Kendzia
Lisa Kenyon
Uma Kuruganti
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Ann Lain

Gara LaMarche
Judith A. Larzelere
The Lions Club of Westerly
Emily Leonard

Layla Lifschitz
Brianna Lord

Cal Lord

Rona Mann

Jane K. Mara
Michael E. Marelli
Stuart S. Marvin
Carol McCarthy
Heather K. McGregor
Madilyn J. McNew
Diane W. McQuade
Dean Medenciy
Sophia Mei

Austin Menta

Corliss Merkel
William F. Meyer
William J. Miller, Jr.
Kat Miller

Thomas Mirando
James J. Moran, llI
Elisabeth J. Mueller
Thomas J. Niemeyer
Kristina Noonan
Helena Nulick

Alex Nunes

Patricia Oat
Jennifer Obrey
David Osborne

Gary Palmer

Tom Pearce

Mercy Phillips

Jena Piccolo
Carol-Jean F. Plunkett
Susan Potter

Brenda Pukas

Anna Quack

Robert J. Rafka

Jodi C. Rand

David M. Rathbun
Michael Rathbun
Barbara Eileen Rawnsley
Shan Rice

Peter Robinson
Margaret C. Rocketto
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Volunteers

Elaine C. Roman
Susan P. Rosen

Nina P. Rossomando
The Rotary Club of Westerly
Maggie Ryan

Alesia Sadosky

Lev Schleifer

Deb Schwab

Mary E. Scialabba
Jill Shiel

Joan M. Sienkiewicz
Cathy Soderstrom
Nancy Spillane
Robin Springborn
Richard Steadman
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Colleen Sullivan
JoAnn H. Sullivan

Emily Ward
Washington Trust Reach for the

Elissa Sweet Stars Program
Ben Tamsky Linda Waters
Geraldine L. Theadore Leslie Weber
Peter Thompson Donald Weiss

Maureen Tissiere Rose Marie P. Weston

Judith F. Toscano Kathy White
Louis M. Toscano Jane Wiltshire
Dane Towell Kristen Wolf

Ruth G. Tureckova Gwendoline Woods
The URI Master Gardener Brenda Woodward
Program Pamela J. Wright
Patricia M. Walbam Donna M. Zuffelato
Kathy Walsh Robert F. Zuffelato

We are forever grateful for our volunteers,
who dedicate so much time and talent
to make us who we are. Thank you for

playing a role in our success!

o A

F. Gregory Ahern
Suzanne D. Albert
Dennis L. Algiere
Leigh A. Algiere

Fred A. Allardyce
Kristy Allardyce
Roberta Allardyce

H. Margaret Anderson
Kimberly G. Anderson
Robert Anderson
Richard C. Anthony
Cynthia J. Arsenault
Peter V. August
Garrett P. Babij

David R. Bailey
Patricia J. Bailey
Benjamin Barber
Margaret S. Barclay™*
David D. Bell
Deborah L. Bell

Ida Benson

Maria Bernier
Dickson G. Boenning
Katherine A. Boll
Thomas F. Boll

Mary E. Bowler
Margaret M. Bright
Jennifer L. Brinton
William S. Brown
Desa D. Buffum
Laurie J. Callaghan
Carly Callahan

Alison G. Cameron
Valerie Camfield**
Susan S. Capalbo
Andrea Carey™*
Sandra J. Carmichael
Donna Celico

John B. Coduri
George A. Comolli
Mallory M. Constantine
Richard W. Constantine
Beverly A. Conti

John N. Conti
Caswell M. Cooke, Jr**
Margaret B. Corini
Carol A. Crandall
Alison L. Croke
Betty-Jo Cugini

Incorporators

Elizabeth C. Cugini
David Culton

Beth D’Amato
Kathleen P. Daniele
Harvey C. Demovick, Jr.
Harvey C. DeMovick, Il
Jeanne |. DeMovick
Marion H. Desillier
Lorraine M. Devault
April E. Dinwoodie
Anne H. Driscoll
Susan M. Dumouchel
Leslie S. Dunn

Susan Dvorak**
Elizabeth Boyle Eckel
Frederick C. Eckel, Jr.
Meredith Eckel

Edith B. Eglin

Irma Federico
Timothy G. Flanagan
Alexander J. Fortier
Carol Fortier

Mojie F. Friel
Christopher M. Fusaro
Jean L. Gagnier

Mark W. Gagnon
Anna Garceau
Zachary Garceau

Paul Geise

Robin S. Geise

John J. Gentile, Jr.
Robert J. Gervasini, Sr.
Mary Jo Girard
Charles A. Glew
Kathleen Glew

Susan Gomes

Katie S. Goode

Mary M. Goodman
Stephen L. Goodman
Stephen M. Greene
Susan D. Gridley
William C. Gridley
Linda D. Grimes
Doryanne Hamel
Kristin Thavenet Hamm
David C. Hannon
Joanne Harley
Deborah M. Harold
Scott J. Harold

Pamela M. Heller
Larry J. Hirsch

Julie A. Holland
Robert J. Holland
Ardis Holliday

R. Carter Holliday
Gale S. Hunt

Terry Hunt

Frank Illuzzi

Barbara N. Jandasek
Christine S. Julian
Kenneth J. Julian
Adam S. Kaufman
Bethany Kearsch
Mary Carol Kendzia
Thomas Kendzia

Lisa Kenyon
Katherine Bell Krystinik
R. Paul Kuhn

Darlene Lacey

Shawn Lacey

Ann Lain

Gara LaMarche
Arthur H. Lathrop
Catherine Lathrop
John H. Lathrop
SuzanneR. Lemp
Judith E. Lentz
Walter J. Lentz
Florence R. Lewiss**
Peter L. Lewiss

Lori Liguori

Robert E. Liguori
Almedia M. Livingston
Marguerite R. Long
Carolyn G. Longolucco
Clayton Lord, Jr.
Susan W. Mackay
Ellen L. Madison, Ph.D.
Malcolm A. Makin, Jr.
Torey Malatia

Robert J. Malley
Carol S. Marsiglio
Robert Marvel, Jr.
Marianne McAllister
Stephen P. McAllister
Robert C. McCormack
Jennifer Richins Mellen
Corliss Merkel**
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Incorporators

William F. Meyer
Irene “Warren” Miller
William J. Miller, Jr.
Helen G. Mochetti
Lido J. Mochetti
Alexandra Moore
James J. Moran, Il
Ruth Foster Morgan
Sharon L. Morgan
Steven A. Morrone
Lisa Mueller
Marilyn Nardone**
lan J. Newbury
Kim A. Newbury
Helena Nulick

Paul Nunes
Jennifer Obrey
Susan H. Ogle
Mary Jo Orsinger
Victor J. Orsinger
Gary R. Palmer
David J. Panciera
Fred P. Paretta
Andrew J. Parsons
David Patten**
Mary-Kay Patten**
Casey R. Payne
John S. Payne
John R. Payne, Jr.

Anthony J. Perrone
Cynthia Perry**
Joseph H. Potter
Bruce Prescott

Anne M. Preuss

Amy Randall

H. Douglas Randall, Il
Lorraine Randall
David M. Rathbun
Gene S. Renz

Susan B. Renz
Paulette A. Retsinas
Peter Robinson
Margaret C. Rocketto
Helen M. Roy
Michael T. Ryan
Thomas D. Sanford
Margaret H. Sano
David A. Sayles
Steven W. Scales
Cynthia D. Sculco
Susan |. Seeley
Geoffrey P. Serra
Michael V. Serra
Robert R. Simmons
Dorothy D. Singer
Charles S. Soloveitzik
Endawnis M. Spears
Robin Springborn

Nicholas J. Stahl

John Stamatis
Margaret Stamatis
Justin J. Stevenson, Il
Michael Sujka

Colleen Sullivan
Elissa Sweet

Kathryn T. Taylor
Evelyn S. Thavenet
Geraldine L. Theadore
Louise H. Thorson
Judith F. Toscano
Louis M. Toscano
Ruth G. Tureckova
Raymond A. Uzanas
Deborah W. Ventresca
Andrea B. Verbos
Katharine H. Waterman
Donald Weiss

Mary H. Weiss

Rose Marie P. Weston
Tara Whelan

Laurence F. Whittemore, Il
Rebecca J. Woodward

*Deceased
**Completed their final term this
Fiscal Year

Incorporators serve as liasons between Westerly Library & Wilcox Park and
the communities of Westerly and Stonington. Incorporators also form the
pool of candidates for the Board of Trustees. We thank you for your support!

Event Sponsors

Deborah & David Bell

Chelsea Groton Savings Bank

Dime Bank

First Financial Advisory Services,
Inc.

Carol & AJ Fortier

Friends of Westerly Library and
Wilcox Park

Furey Roofing & Construction Co.,
Inc.

Grey Sail Brewing of RI

Hoyt, Filippetti & Malaghan LLC

Jewett City Savings Bank

Law Offices of R. Paul Kuhn

Ann Lain

Mr. & Mrs. Malcolm A. Makin, Jr.

McQuade’s Marketplace

McQuade’s Pharmacy

Miceli’s Furniture

MTGenerators, LLC

ParsonsKellogg, LLC

Pawcatuck Roofing Company, Inc.

Professional Planning Group

Red Stone, Inc.

Riverhead Building Supply

Sentry Point Development Group

Servpro of Washington County

South County Distillers

The Rotary Club of Westerly

The Washington Trust Company

The Wine Store

Lou & Judy Toscano

Viking Supply Company

Wells Street Dental

Westerly Community Credit Union

Grants & Endowment Gifts

Anonymous

Sydney* & Robert* C. Buffum, Sr.

Clementina DeRocco Memorial
Fund

Cox Charities Northeast Fund at
the Rhode Island Foundation

The Estate of Gilbert Hicks, Jr.

John D. McGonagle Foundation

Ocean Community Chamber of
Commerce Foundation

Mrs. Marion S. Palm*

Gifts & Aid

2025+ 2026

The Mary C. & Joseph E. Pucci Fund Richard* & Sandra Cofoni

Mr. & Mrs. David A. Sayles

Kathryn T. Taylor

The Family of Louis* & Evelyn
Thavenet

The Rhode Island Wild Plant
Society

The Susanne Day Living Trust

Government Support

Rhode Island Office of Library &
Information Services

State of Rhode Island Office of
Energy Resources

State of Rhode Island Senate Grant

Town of Stonington

Town of Westerly RI

In-Kind Contributions

Alley Katz Bowling Center

Robert & Laurie Callaghan

Sandra Carmichael & John Faulise
Grey Sail Brewing of Rhode Island
Hauser Chocolates

High Tide Juice Co.

Justine Buck

Knead Donuts

Mario’s Northend Pizzaria
McQuade’s Marketplace

Mystic Aquarium

Nana’s Bakery & Pizza

Pleasant Acres Nursery
Providence Performing Arts Center
Joan Sienkiewicz

Sift Bake Shop

South County Distillers

The Café

The Wine Store

United Theatre

Robert N. Ward, Jr.

Westerly Agway

Program & Service Support

Marion Markham & Randy Abood

Mrs. Judith S. Carson

Children of the American
Revolution

Cindy Wood Garden Club

Joseph & Joan Coduri

Ms. Helen W. Cree

Benjamin Delaney

Susan Dvorak

Friends of Westerly Library &
Wilcox Park

Mary Jo & Nelson Girard

Larry J. & Kay P. Hirsch

Marcia House

Owen & Nancy Hughes

J.McLaughlin

Mr. & Mrs. Anthony P. Lamb

Russell & Mary LeBlanc

Ellen L. Madison, Ph.D

McQuade’s Marketplace

North Stonington Garden Club

Ocean Community YMCA

Ogontz LLC

The Realini Family

Elizabeth Rourk

Deborah and Chuck Royce

Lee Sadosky

Sara Campbell Ltd.

Ms. Charlene Senical

Mrs. Joan Silva

Frank Thacker

The Rotary Club of Westerly

Mrs. Howard E. Weston

Charles & Deborah Whelan

Gregory E. White




Annual Fund Donors

Champion $5,000+

Anonymous

Mr. Mark T. Gallogly & Ms. Elizabeth
B. Strickler

Guy & Ann Garofalo Family Fund

Mr. & Mrs. Roger C. Hamilton, The
Hamilton Foundation

Rob & Julie Holland

Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth & Christine
Julian

Leaves of Grass Fund

Kurt Lenzen & Mary* Peduzzi
Lenzen

Mr. Joseph P. Leone, Jr.

Karin McCormick

Susan & Peter Ogle

Ms. Jane Perry

Elizabeth G. Riley & Daniel E.
Smith, Jr.

Tom Sanford

Doris & Myron Saranga

Cynthia and Tom Sculco

Dorie Singer

Marilyn S. & William H. White

Tower $2,500-$4,999
Anonymous

Ida Benson

Sandra Carmichael & John Faulise
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Robin Marvel, Jr.

Anthony & Robin Perrone

Mr. & Mrs. Laurence F. Whittemore,
1]

Trustee Canopy $1,000-$2,499

Mr. & Mrs. Jared & Bette Aaronson

Anonymous

Mr. Peter J. Appleby & Ms.
Stephanie Raia

Ashaway Charitable Trust

Mr. & Mrs. Henry Botticello

James Cronin

Kay & Dick Daniele

Mr. John P. Duffy

Mr. & Mrs. T. Wilson Eglin

Ruth & Ramon* Garcia

Meredith & Whitney George

Bob & Ami Green

Linda Griffin

Marguerette N. Hosbach

Helen A. Jankoski

Jonathan M. & Margaret C. H. Kelly

The Kopp Family Charitable Fund

Lisa Mueller & Gara LaMarche

Peter & Deborah Lamm

Mr. & Mrs. Robert H. Lamson

Mr. & Mrs. R. LeBlanc

Carol McKee

Michael & Diane McQuade

Warren & Bill Miller

Mr. & Mrs. Denis & Britta Nayden

Olympia Tea Room

ParsonsKellogg, LLC

Mr. & Mrs. Aaron Priest

Nicholas and Christina Raho
Foundation

Judith Rosensweig

Drs. Nina & Edward Rossomando

Deborah and Chuck Royce

Michael T. Ryan & Gayle Restivo

Jill Shiel

Mr. & Mrs. Anthony M. Soltis

Colleen Sullivan & Jack Cannon

Paul A. Verbinnen & Cecilia Greene

Mrs. Nancy Vinkels

The Wallace Foundation

Edward Whittemore & Keri Brenner

Greg & Meme Wiber

Gold Leaf $500-$999
Greg & Robin Ahern
Anonymous

Jane Barstow

Deborah & David Bell
Maria & Marc Bernier
Tom & Kathye Boll
Melanie & Andrew Bond

Diane D. Brink

William & Eileen Bush

Carly & Matthew Callahan

Peter and Carol Cawley

John Coduri

Richard & Mallory Constantine

Carol & Les Crandall

Mr. & Mrs. Steven Crandall

Betty-Jo Cugini & Stephen Greene

Kelly Cusson & Victor Morganthaler

Mr. & Mrs. Harvey C. Demovick, Jr.

David & Lorraine Devault

Mrs. Ellen E. Dodge

Winnie & J.B. Doherty

Mr. Thomas Fiore

Mojie F. Friel & Nicholas J. Stahl

Gina Fusaro

Robert & Debra Gaffey

Alice Gervasini

Kathleen & Charles Glew

Diane Goldsmith & Linda Doran

Ann Gray & James Royle

David & Jane Hannon

John & Janice Hardink

Anna Haritos

Scott & Deborah Harold

Mr. & Mrs. Richard C. Holliday

Kate & Andy Jones

Thomas & Mary Raho Julian

Ann Lain

Richard & Antoinette Ledzian

Jane Lionelli

Thomas E. Long & Barbara T. Long

Loomis, Sayles & Company

Katie & Brian McCormick

Lynanne Morganstern

Deirdre O’Connor

Victor & Mary Jo Orsinger

Gigi Porcelli

Susan & Gene Renz

Paulette A. Retsinas

Howard & Gayle Rothman

Debbie & Joe Rucci Charitable
Fund

Bob & Pat Rutter

Terry & Alison Tarallo

Richard H. Gregory, lll & Louise H.
Thorson

Gerry & Laura Tobin

Annual Fund Donors

Mr. & Mrs. John Townsend, IV

Lois Vars

Jeffrey & April Vuono

Warburg Pincus Foundation
Westerly Community Credit Union
Michael & Ann Marie Wheeler

Evergreen $100-$499

Audrey Adam

Mrs. Ada Forgan Addington

Richard & Dale Ahearn

Mr.& Mrs. Dennis L. Algiere

Susan Allyn

Mrs. Elizabeth Anderson

Michael & Eliza Anderson

Anonymous

Mr. & Mrs. Richard C. Anthony

Barbara Archer

Meredith & Steven Artigas

Mr. and Mrs. Norman E. Auger

Mary & John Auth

Sandra Avery

Representative Samuel A. Azzinaro
& Mrs. Carol Azzinaro

Mrs. Dianne T. Babcock

Amanda G. Back

Samuel & Jane Back

Caroline Badowski & Scott Christy

Julie Barber

John J. Barney

Kathryn Beach

Mr. & Mrs. Jonathan S. Bean

Carol Anne Bennett

Joe & Sharon Berkowitz

Jeff & Jessie Bewlay

Maria Bloom

Mr. Karl H. Boehm

Mr. & Mrs. Dickson G. Boenning

Lillian Bosio

Christopher & Jennifer Bourdain

Mary E. Bowler

Mary Ellen C. & Gilbert L. Bowman,
Jr.

Louisa T. Bradford

Julia Bradford

David Brannick

Sandra Breck & Cameron Kelley

Broadview Florist & Garden Center

Susan V. Brockmann

2025+ 2026

Alan & Mary Buck

Mary Ellen Buckley & Philip Garlo

Jim & Dee Dee Buffum

Rosemary Buonocore & Timothy
Brown

Janet M. Burke

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Burke

Joanna Burkhardt & F. Michael
Wakefield

Hillary Addington & Michael Cahill

Elaine M. Caldarone

Erin Call & James Frink

Mr. & Mrs. Robert P. Callaghan

Susan S. Capalbo

Keith Carlson

Mrs. Judith S. Carson

John Casey

Mary Cassese

Charter Oak Credit Union

Mr. Daniel Loo & Ms. Mee Chen

Mr. & Mrs. Ernest J. Chornyei

Patricia Church

Coastal Eye Associates

Evelyn & Stephen Cofone

Paul Cofoni

James B. & Patricia L. S. Collins

Sara & Dan Connor

Mary P. Conway

Jeannette & Kenneth Cooper

Alison L. Croke

John & Betsy Crosby

Daniel Cruger

Kim Cullinane Burns

Geraldine Cunningham

Jack & Virginia Currie

Thomas & Anne D’Amico

Paul F. Dantuono

Robert Darst & Jane Dawson

John & Christianne Daukas

Ms. Frederica Miller Davis

Heather & Robert Davis

Leo & Eileen DeBartolo

Pamela DeFanti Robinson

Bob & Paula Delaney

Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Delisio

Rosie Demetriou

Mary DePasquale

Mr. & Mrs. Alan Desbonnet

Eric Dessaules, Sr.
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Annual Fund Donors

Daniel Diffin, M.D. & Mrs. Victoria

Diffin
Julie Donovan & Joseph Long
Don & Donna Doucette
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Du Biago
Mr. Richard F. Dudley
Marjorie Duerr
David & Tammi Dunlap
Leslie Dunn
Holly & Stephen Eaves

Mr. & Mrs. Frederick C. Eckel, Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. Donald C. Ellis

Stephen Elman & Joanne D’Alcomo

Ellison & Jeanie Evans

John Fain

Carol & Ed Fazio

Donald J. Fiore

Mel Rusnov & Jim Fitzpatrick
Philip J. Fitzpatrick

Tim Flanagan

Dr. Patricia J. Fontes

Carol & AJ Fortier

Adeline M. Fricchione

Mary Lou & Dennis Fritz
Patty & Ray Frosti

Hans Peter Fuchs

Mr. Gary E. Fuller

Roberta Fusari

Jennifer & Jay Fusco

Deb & Gregg Gabinelle
Mark & Rachel Gagnon
Robin L. Gallagher

Robin & Paul Geise

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Gervasini
Sarah Jane & Trevor Gibbons
Mr. Joshua W. Gillenwater
The Gilsons

Mary Jo & Nelson Girard
Irene Gonin and Jay Spalding
Katie Goode & Laura Hower
Mr. & Mrs. Hoyt Goodrich
John & Karen Graham

Linda Brenner & Tony Green
Bill & Susan Gridley

Daniel & Robin Halpren-Ruder
John & Debra Hanley
Christopher & Jehan Hanlon
Mr. & Mrs. Michael J. Hayes

32

Mrs. James Heller
Margaret “Peggy” Herbert

Mr. & Mrs. Edwin S. Hetherington

Barbara Petty Heuer

Jeffrey & Nancy Hoffman

Jane A. Holdredge

Carden Holland

Maria M. Holland

Mr. & Mrs. William Holland, Jr.

Betsey Hom

Brigitte & Justin Hopkins

Martha McQ. Hosp

Christopher & Nancy Houlihan

Alice Howell

Stacey Jackson & Alex Nunes

Mr. & Mrs. Douglas R. Jamieson

Karen & George Jenssen

Eileen Johnson

Mrs. Karen R. Jolly

Nancy & Joe Jordon

Bob & Lori Joyal

Peter D. Kasper

Leslie Kass

Bob Kaufman & Joann Chapel

Elizabeth H. Keener

Dr. & Mrs. Donald R. Kelly

Mary Carol & Tom Kendzia

John & Heather Kiss

Laura Kline

Diana Kling

Jim & Fran Knapp

Catherine G. Knight

Janet & Stephen Knight

Katherine Bell Krystinik

Angel & Ken La Vine

Priscilla Lambert

Mr. & Mrs. Laurence & Leslie
Lambrecht

Eleanor Deredita & Bill Lancellotta
Linda Lavallee & John Formica, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher K. Lawlor

Laura & Michael Lazarus

Dr. & Mrs. Allen W. Leadbetter
Andrew and Carol Lee
Suzanne & Patrick Lemp
Rebecca Leong & Mark Drews
Marilyn McShane Levine
Nancy & Alix Lewis

The Honorable Peter L. Lewiss

Anne & Tom Liguori

Bob Liguori & Mary Cacioppo

Amanda Lindberg

Peter Lindquist

Mr. Thomas Lloyd

Maureen Logan

Mr. & Mrs. Stephen E. Lombardi

Carolyn G. Longolucco

Rev. Dr. & Mrs. Cal Lord

Linda & George Luzzi

Stephen & Marianne Lynner

Susie Mackay

Rory Contin & John Malmros

Jeff & Suzi Marger

Dave & Lori Marquardt

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Marsiglio

Emilia A. Mascaro & Pauline R.
Panatieri

Richard J. McAvoy

Peter McCormick

Joan E. McManus

Courtney McQuade & Neal
Anderson

Katherine Mears & Thomas
Medeiros

Richard & Carolyn Meisner

Scott & Jen Mellen

Katharine Merryweather

Kathleen Marie Meyer, M.D.

Diane P. Mills

Philip & Pamela Milner

Louisa Mink

The Mitchell Family Fund

Lido & Helen Mochetti

John & Kathleen Monroe

Alexandra Moore & Carter Holliday

Dorothea B. Moore

Stephen & Ruth Morgan

Emily & Marshall Mugge

Margaret Murphy

Robert C. Murray & Sharon Bush

William S. Nagy

Dr. Cynthia Nazzaro

lan & Kim Newbury

Judy Nichipor

Janet Nicholas

The Nist Family

David & Linda Nolf

Victor Normand

Carl & Kay Nowiszewski

Helena & Richard E. Nulick, 11l

Jennifer & Chad Obrey

Justus O’Brien & Claire Werner

Paul & Sharon Olean

Kathleen Orsi

Joni & David Osborne

Joe & Lynne Paino

David & Elizabeth Panciera

Barbara Paradise

Edward & Louise Parberry

Donna Parker

Andrew & Carol Parsons

Mr. & Mrs. John R. Payne, Jr.

Larry & Linda Peduzzi

Mrs. Helen M. Pendleton

Dolly Peress

Ann & Hollis Petersen

Mr. & Mrs. Robert A. Petro

Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Piascik

Jena Piccolo

Patrick & Mary Piccolo

Samuel & Rachel Pierson

Premier Physical Therapy LLC

Anne M. Preuss

Marge Puhlick

Julie & Dave Purrington

Luddy Quintero

Lorraine & Doug Randall

Jim & Lisa Rattray

Eileen Rawnsley

Polly Ray

Mac & Tracy Regan

Cheryl A. Remsbecker

Susan Rhyner

Mr. & Mrs. Theodore L. Rice

The Richard J. & Barbara L.
Richmond Fund

Mrs. Margaret C. Rocketto

Paula Rosengren

David & Judy Ross

Theresa Ruggiero

Jill Blanchette & Rob Russell

Jeffrey & Marilyn Russo

Linda Rutan

Mr. & Mrs. Hugh M. Ryan

Mary Andrea Ryan

Annual Fund Donors

Stephen Eichorn & Margaret H.

Sano
Marylou Thorpe Savoy
Mr. & Mrs. David A. Sayles
Mr. Gilbert Scott, Jr.
Scott Seifert
Darryl Sentell
Mr. & Mrs. Deming Sherman
Joan Sienkiewicz
Anne & Michael Simeone
Joanne M. Sloneker
Diane & Tom Smith
Elizabeth M. Smith
William & Christine Smith
Starr & Philip Snead
Mrs. Ann H. Snowden
Mr. & Mrs. Colby Snyder
John & Nancy Socha
Patricia Solga
Ken & Rose Sorensen
Soucy Family
Geraldine S. Spillane
Ron Stecker
Elaine Bookataub Steidle
Bob & Kathy Stepanian
Susan & Kenneth Stevens
Ann & Jay Stevenson
Mr. & Mrs. James Stifel
Stop & Shop
Monica Sutcliffe
Elissa and Colin Sweet
Mr. & Mrs. James E. Taylor
Frank Thacker
The Irish Coastal Club
Ms. Geraldine L. Theadore
David Tieu
Christina Tilt
Ray & Jeannie Tomao
Walter & Leslie Tomenson
Bette Toscano
Lou & Judy Toscano
Maura Travers
Mr. & Mrs. Bobby & Stephanie
Troupe
Leslie Tryon & J. Riley Fowler

Mr. & Mrs. Robert L. & Nancy M.

Turco
Scott Turner & Mary Worboys-
Turner

2025+ 2026

Claudia Uccellani

Kristen Ullrich

Mrs. Deborah Vaillancourt
Joanna & Albert Valentini

Mr. and Mrs. Raymond P. Valeri

Michael & Margaret Van Vranken

Mr. and Mrs. Gerard Ventresca
Mr. Stuart Vyse

Elizabeth D. Walker

Judith Walker

Patricia Weber

Steve Weiss

Heidi Steinmetz & Jay Weissman

Mr. & Mrs. John R. Werner
Mrs. Howard E. Weston

Dr. Tara Whelan

Jeanne & John Wilks
Glenna C. Wilson

Peter & Ouidad Wise
Richard Wolak & Toby Coit
Nancy & David Woyak
Joan Yokow

Kathy York

Sylvia Blanda & Walter Young
Laura Zappitelli

Jennifer Zeronsa

Perennial $1-$99

Richard & Karen Aiken
Thomas & Shirley Albamonti
Salvatore Alessio

V. M. Algiere

Morgan Alley

Anonymous

Stephen & Sarah Baker
Catherine M. Barber
Margaret S. Barclay
Frances S. Barniker

Mr. & Mrs. Donald D. Barrea
Lynn Barry

Mara Gillen Beckwith

Mr. & Mrs. Ron Bedard
Donna S. Benton

Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Berry
Stephanie Blanchette

Mrs. Rayolyn Bliss

Robert & Elaine Boissevain
Tom & Charleen Bonelli
Diane C. Bowdy
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Annual Fund Donors

Michael E. Brankert, Sr.

Mrs. Jacqueline F. Brennan

Marcia & Howard Brensilver

Erin Breslin

Susan & Joseph Brocato

Ann L. Brockmann

The Brown Family

Virginia Burdick

Matthew Bussell

Paul Butler

Dr. Alison Cameron

Frances & Daniel Cameron

Angela M. Camp

Michelle Campbell

David Capaldi

The Carega Family

Janie Carlisle

Joseph Casaly

Jennifer & Robert Chaffiotte

George H. Champlin, Jr.

Ms. Lauren K. Chiaradio

Judith Chick

Marie Clark

Christine Clifford

Steven & Ellie Coffey

Elizabeth J. Collins

Janet B. Connor

Mary Cooper

Margaret Corini

Elizabeth Cugini

Dennis Danaher & Catherine
Waters

Paul D’Andrea

Jeanette Davies

Lisa & Jay DeFanti

Jill and Dale DeGroff

Mrs. Marion H. Desillier

Tara F. DiMuccio

Joseph Donohue &. Deborah
Burlingame

Kathleen Dopkin

Leticia Dorsa

Jean Doucette

John & Monika Dreslin

Michele & John Edelsberg

David & Marcia Erskine

Anthony B. Esposito

Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Faiss
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Barbara Fallon

Maureen E. Farley

Jim & Michele Fasi

Ann Marie C. Faubert

Irma Federico

Peter Ferland

Laura Filipponi

James & Brenda Foberg

Mrs. Joan Foberg

Chloe Foglia

Mrs. Tia Forbes

The Fratoni-Jaskiewicz Family

Joshua S. Freeman

Phil Friend & Debra Olsen

The Burns-Fusaro Family

Phil & Laura Gagnon

Ms. Maria Garceau

Toscano’s Mens Shop

Joan & Thomas Gilbert

Mr. George Grande

Ms. Karen Greenaway

Linda D. Grimes

Walter & Patricia Grimes

Sandra & John Gulino

Russell Hach

William Hamilton

Kristin Thavenet Hamm & John
Hamm

Susan Hardin

Gisela Harma

Karie A. Hayes

Sandy Hayes

Joanne M. Haytaian

Judith Hellert

Alice W. Houston

Mary E. Hughes

Debbie Jurcy

Elizabeth Kavanagh

Barbara Anne Kearney

Evelyn Kent

Bob & Nancy Kiel

Mark Kuhn

Mr. & Mrs. Chester C. Lamphere, Jr.

Mary F. LaPere

Lois Ann Larkin

Dr. & Mrs. David H. Larson

Judith A. Larzelere

Elaine S. Laurenzo

Mrs. Marion Law

John & Almedia Livingston

Chris and Jan Loehr

Mr. & Mrs. Charles & Patricia Logan

Anne Longo

Mrs. Shirley Lunaas

Jerry Maiorano

Diane & Mark Maleno

Mary C. Manfredi

Rona Mann

Kathleen Manzella

Steve & Marianne McAllister

Elizabeth J. McCormick

Debra C. McDougall

Mr. & Mrs. John D. McGregor, Jr.

Elizabeth J. McNab

Mary Lynn & Mike McRee

Melinda Mears

Mr. & Mrs. O. Waring Mellick, Jr.

Dorinne Meyer

Mrs. Mary G. Mitchell

Justin Monti

Hugh & Emily Morgan

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph C. Morosini, Jr.

Mark Murphy & Regina Alexander

Anne H. Nalwalk

Linda & Peter Nero

Ms. Alice M. Neves

Paula Gingerella Niedermann

Henry Nodarse

Jennifer Norcross

Barbara & John Oberle

Mrs. Louise A. O’Callahan

Cynthia R. Palmer

Penny Parsekian & Geoff Kaufman

Donald F. Pasetti

David & Mary-Kay Patten

Gary Paulhus & Pam Burrows

Linda Philips

Jo Ann Pietraallo

David Pietraszka

Kathy Pitcher

Daniel Potter & Marya Ursin

Nancy Ellingwood & Thomas
Powers, Jr.

Mary G. Raftery

Dr. Douglas Rayner

Kaitlin Rengigas

Ms. Loren M. Renz

Mr. & Mrs. Eric Ridder, Il

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas R. Rippstein
Frances J. Roney

George H. Routhier

Mr. and Mrs. Royer

Tom & Liz Santoro

C. Schell

Glenn & Pamela Scheller
Mr. & Mrs. Edward K. Schilke
Joanne Seneta

The Serio Family

Randi Setterlund

Sharon E. Shalloo

Dr. Gail A. Shea

I

Annual Fund Donors

Jack Shippee & Patty Crandall
Shippee

June G. Silvestri

Rhianon Small

Louis P. Sposato

Maria Sposato

Margaret & John Stamatis

Richard Steadman

Mr. & Mrs. James Stewart

Mr. & Mrs. William Sullivan

David & Lea Sylvestro

S.W. Terranova

Lynnie & Aaron Thieme

Mrs. Sandra Thornton

Meredith Tingley
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2025+ 2026

Ms. Victoria Tsang

Richard & Linda Varadian

Janice L. Verno

Patricia M. Walbam

Nancy R. West

Westerly Lions Club

Karen West-Federico

Mr. & Mrs. T.J. Whalen

Edward & Carolyn White

Margot Willis-Doyle

Wiquapaug Eastern Pequot Indian
Tribe

Lyn Wood

Pamela J. Young

Deb & Ken Zima




Wilcox Society
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The Wilcox Society honors our generous donors who have made
a gift to the endowment fund, or for those who'have included
the Association in their wills. These gifts leave a lasting legacy
and provide meaningful opportuniy for donors to make a

transformational gift after they have le

N i N, S

Anonymous

Mr. Richard A. Bavasso & Mrs. Susan Alfiero-Bavasso

Mr. & Mrs. David D. & Deborah L. Bell

Mr. & Mrs. Marc & Maria Bernier

Mr. & Mrs. William S. & Diane Brown

Mr. & Mrs. David A. & Louise Ann* Brown

Mr. & Mrs. Richard & Kathleen Daniele

Dr. & Mrs. A. John* & Judith Elliot

Robin L. Gallagher

Ruth & Ramon* Garcia

Stephen M. Greene & Betty-Jo Cugini

David & Jane Hannon

Mr. & Mrs. Larry J. & Kay P. Hirsch

Mr. & Mrs. Fouad & Eugenié* Janat

Joseph J. Kirby* & Katherine W. Hoxsie

Kurt & Mary* (Peduzzi) Lenzen, WHS Class of 1971 &
1973

Mr. Joseph P. Leone, Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. William & Susan Lepak

The Honorable Peter L. Lewiss

Ellen L. Madison, Ph.D.

Mr. & Mrs. Robert & Mary Jane* Marvel
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Mr. & Mrs. Stephen & Ruth Morgan

Mr. & Mrs. Victor J. & Mary Jo Orsinger
Mr. Gary R. Palmer

Mr. David M. Rathbun

The Realini Family

Mr. John R. Rudert, Jr.

Michael T. Ryan & Gayle Restivo

Alesia B. Sadosky

Thomas & Candace* Sanford

Mr. & Mrs. David A. & Valerie Sayles

Dr. & Mrs. Thomas P. & Cynthia D. Sculco
Mr. & Mrs. John* & Sylvia Severance

Ms. Cynthia Spano

Ms. Kathryn T. Taylor

Mr. & Mrs. Louis* & Evelyn Thavenet
Matthew H. Thomsen & Adrienne N. Hall
Ms. Janice Berchielli Tunney

Jaclyn A. Udaloff

Beverly Vilardofsky

Greg & Meme Wiber

*Deceased

2025+ 2026

Carl Carvell | February 2026

Carl was a firm believer in the power of volunteerism and importance of education. He served as a volunteer
and as an Incorporator between 2017 and 2023. He and his wife, Amy, attended many fundraisers for the
library and park over the years and supported the Annual Fund.

Andrea Chesky | April 2026

An avid gardener, Andrea volunteered for decades in Wilcox Park. She shared her enthusiasm for botany at
the annual Garden Market Fair, where she enjoyed helping children create their own potted fairy gardens.
Andrea served as an Incorporator from 2014 to 2020 and as a Wilcox Park Committee Member from 2017 to
2023.

Arlene Morton | July 2025

Arlene worked for the organization for 47 years as a Librarian. She started working at the library as a

Page while still attending school and ended up having one of the longest careers here. She trained staff

in Collection Management and enjoyed sharing her extensive knowledge of the history of the library. She
forged lifelong friendships with fellow staff members as well as volunteers here, all of whom remember her
fondly.

Theresa Routhier | August 2025

Theresa loved to read and play games. She was a member of the Friends of Westerly Library & Wilcox Park.
As a member of the Friends, she relished having early access to book sales and enjoyed being a part of a
community of fellow readers.

Olive Tamm | August 2025

Olive was a voracious reader and an author. Two of her books were published: There and Then, a memoir
of her childhood in Vermont, and My Garden and |, which recounts her horticultural endeavors. She served
as an Incorporator, a Sorting Room volunteer, and on our Board of Trustees from 2010 to 2014. Olive was
exceptionally generous. She supported the Annual Fund, attended many fundraisers, and contributed
significant funds to the Association’s Capital Campaigns over the years.

The individuals listed above passed away between July 1, 2025 and June 30, 2026. Every effort was made to ensure a
complete list, but please notify us of any corrections or omissions.

We would like to take a moment to remember former
Incorporators, Trustees, Volunteers and Friends who
have passed away this fiscal year.
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